
  



 
 
Welcome to the MAC! Our entire staff is thrilled to have you here and we are 
grateful that you have chosen to invest your time in live entertainment and 
world-class culture in our community. We want to offer you a space to unwind 
and enjoy an evening filled with laughter, music, dance, or theatre. Our aim is 
to provide you with unique and inspiring opportunities to engage more deeply 
with the arts. Join us for a complimentary pre-show MAC Chat or Q&A 
following specific performances. Our arts center, located in a community 
college, and offers over 60 student productions supported by professional 
lighting, sound, and costumes. These can be enjoyed at affordable costs, or you 
can attend our FREE programs like Music Fridays at Noon and our free 
international global film series, Global Flicks in February. We hope to exceed 
your expectations with excellent service and special pre and post-show 
engagement opportunities. These will help you connect with the artists and art 
forms more deeply. While you are here, don't forget to visit the Cleve Carney 
Museum of Art in the lobby to experience cutting-edge contemporary art. You 
can also enjoy our full-service concession area and gift shop.  
 
After your visit, please stay connected with us by joining us on Facebook 
(AtTheMAC) or subscribing to our e-newsletter to find out about added shows, 
events, and special offers (www.AtTheMAC.org). We challenge you to try 
something new at the MAC and expand your cultural palate. Come see the New 
Philharmonic Orchestra or a Buffalo Theater Ensemble Play. Or join us this 
summer for the Lakeside Summer Series. We are grateful for your presence 
here and we want to ensure that your visit is enjoyable. If you need anything, 
please don't hesitate to ask any of the staff and we will do our best to 
accommodate you.  
 
We hope you have a wonderful time and look forward to entertaining you. 
 
Enjoy the show! 

 
Diana Martinez 
Director, McAninch Arts Center 

http://www.atthemac.org/
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What is Hiplet? 
 

The only company in the world to perform this signature, trademark 
style, Hiplet Ballerinas of Chicago, Illinois fuses classical pointe 
technique with African, Latin, Hip-Hop and Urban dance styles rooted in 
communities of color. Promoting inclusivity in both their cast and 
audiences, Hiplet (pronounced “hip-lay”) features true-toned tights, 
modern music and dancers of all shapes, sizes and colors. 
 
PROGRAM 
 

ACT 1: The Journey, The Evolution 
As an African American man in Ballet, Homer Hans Bryant has always 
been ahead of his time. See this artistic depiction of The Dream, The 
Struggle, and The Evolution of Hiplet.  
 
1. Film: My Journey from Ballet to Hiplet by Homer Hans Bryant 
 
2. It’s Hiplet 

Choreography by Homer Hans Bryant 
Music by Fernando Jones and Homer Hans Bryant with the voice of 
Homer Hans Bryant  

 
3. Don’t Give Up 

Choreography by Dajiah 
Music by Lamyaa Hanchaoui 
 

4. Praise Him Anyhow 
Choreography: Idella Davis 
Music by Tye Tribbet, Sound Mixed by Brian Ford.  
 
Psalm 34:1-3 
I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof,  

and be glad. 
O magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt his name together. 
Through the journey of dance, we must praise Him Anyhow! 

 
5. Film: Interview with Homer Hans Bryant, the creator of Hiplet 
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PROGRAM 
 

6. From Ballet to Hiplet  
Choreography by Homer Bryant, Kris Bellvié, Trevon Lawrence, and 
Imani Sailers. 
Music by Black Violin and Nuttin’ But Stringz 
 
From Ballet to Hiplet is a play on Ballet Hip Hop fusion showcasing how two 
opposites can come together. Ballerinas and Hip Hop dancers trade moves 
to classical violin music set to a Hip Hop beat. Featuring Homer Bryant’s 
signature piece ‘Jammin’, From Ballet to Hiplet is a crowd favorite. 
 

7. Film: Hiplet Ballerinas in St. Croix: A Documentary (excerpt) 
 
8. Rhythm: The Soul of Life 

Choreography by Homer Bryant, William Gill, Cameryn Stevens,  
and others 

Music by Phil Cochran and Legacy, A-Star, DJ Micks 
 
Rhythm: The Soul of Life, premiered in 1994 with the original Bryant Ballet 
Company. The roots of Hiplet began with the Bryant Ballet company in the 
1990s. Rhythm: The Soul of Life is a journey through the diaspora of African 
American dance, showcasing a variety of African and Afro-Caribbean dance 
techniques intertwined with Classical Ballet and Pointe. 

 
ACT II: The Arrival, The Revolution 
 
1. Missing You 

Choreography by Nina Rose Wardanian 
Music by Roberta Flack, Aretha Franklin, and Angie Stone. 
 
Missing You is a departure from typical Hiplet, featuring contemporary 
choreography with a more mature approach. Chronicling the ebbs and 
flows of women as they navigate personal relationships, Missing You is an 
emotional journey of love, loss, and sisterhood. 

 
2. Film: Because Of Them We Can  

A short film by Nia Cooper set to the Maya Angelou poem, 
“Phenomenal Women” 
 
A tribute to African American women dancers who came before Hiplet and 
performed through obstacles, paving the way for today’s dancers to 
express themselves freely.  
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PROGRAM 
 

3. Motown Revue 
Choreographer: Tanji Harper  
Music: A medley of Motown classics. 
 
Let’s take a trip down memory lane as we explore the iconic sounds of 
Motown. From the Temptations to Diana Ross, we have it all. Not only is 
this piece about the music it’s about capturing the essence of the time. 
This is a fun piece that will leave you with a smile and make you want to do 
the hustle and a little two-step.  

 
4. React 

Choreography by Trevon Lawrence and Anthony Sampson 
Music by The Pussycat Dolls.  
 
World Premiere 2021 Extended version of the Hiplet Ballerinas’ America's 
Got Talent Season 16 audition. 

 
5. In Chicago 

Choreography by Robin Edwards 
Music by: Jazz4Play featuring Caroline Mhlanga 

 
6. Chicago Suite  

Choreography by Homer Bryant, Blair Cartlidge, Anthony Sampson, 
Brandy Ford 
Music by Future Force, Ric Wilson, and various Chicago artists 
 
Hiplet honors its geographical roots by featuring dances to music by local 
Chicago artists. Chicago’s music scene is earthy and diverse, from blues to 
jazz, rap to house, and everything in between.  
 

7. Pasos (Steps) 
Choreography by Rebecca Alaman 
Music by:  Mama Guela by Spanish Harlem Orchestra 
 
Ballet combined with steps and movement in latin, jazz, hip hop, salsa, 
caleña in a fiery choreography. 

 
 

For more information:  
www.hipletballerinas.com 
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PROFILES 
 

Homer Hans Bryant (Artistic Director & Founder) the 
creator of Hiplet™, is a former principal dancer with the 
Dance Theater of Harlem and a former member of Prima 
Ballerina Maria Tallchief's Chicago City Ballet. His 
professional credits include the Broadway production of 
Timbuktu with the Legendary Eartha Kitt and the motion 

picture The Wiz with Diana Ross and Michael Jackson.  In 1990, he 
opened his own studio, Bryant Ballet, with a focus to offer all dancers, 
but especially low-income students and dancers of color, an entry into 
classical ballet. By 1997, the mayor of Chicago renamed his school the 
“Chicago Multi-Cultural Dance Center” (CMDC) in honor of the studio’s 
work in the community. Other teaching and training experiences include 
working with the original casts of Cirque Du Soleil’s Mystere, Alegria, 
Quidam, and Saltimbanco. Bryant was also a guest instructor at the 
Dance Open Ballet Festival in Russia, where he taught his unique body 
alignment/floor barre technique at the Bolshoi Ballet Academy, the 
Kirov Ballet Academy, and the Boris Eifman School. Over the years, 
Bryant has continued to incorporate hip-hop and ballet, eventually 
coining the term Hiplet™ in 2009. CMDC has trained many dancers who 
now perform with Cirque Du Soleil, Alvin Ailey, Broadway productions, 
and more. CMDC is the only contemporary ballet school in the world 
that teaches Hiplet™. Hiplet is now a cultural phenomenon, with 
millions of views worldwide @hipletballerinas - @homerhbryant, on 
Instagram, the Hiplet Ballerinas have performed in commercials for 
Mercedes-Benz (shot in Germany), Desigual , Exotic Jeans (shot in 
Barcelona, Spain ).They have performed in China, traveled to New York, 
and LA for Vogue magazine and to Paris for Fashion Week. Mr. Bryant 
was the recipient of See Chicago Dance,  2023 “Legacy Award “,The 
Helen & Tim Meier Achievement Award, The Three Arts Legend Award, 
Chicagoan of the Year in Dance Award ,and the Chicago Defender’s Men 
of Excellence Award, just to name a few. Homer Hans Bryant is a native 
of St. Thomas, Virgin Islands. 
 
"The Fun Is In The Discipline, The Discipline Is In The Fun"  

---Homer Hans Bryant 
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PROFILES 
 

Robin Edwards (Executive Director) began her stint in the 
arts during her childhood as a student at Jack and Jill acting 
school, Mayfair Academy, and The American Conservatory 
of Music under Grace Tichy. After being featured in 
television commercials and multiple productions, 
specifically Oliver Twist, in which she portrayed Oliver, 

Edwards found her niche in performance, continuing to participate in 
school productions and music concerts. She also began, at this time, to 
show abilities in songwriting. Her study of music continued at the 
Dorolyn Academy with music later being the door to several 
opportunities, including travel, which included destinations such as Riga, 
Latvia, and Puerto Rico, leading workshops based on songs she had 
composed. Edwards has worked in the Chicago Public School and 
Parochial school systems, developing after school music and 
performance programs for students. Later on, Edwards returned to the 
dance studio as a tap dance instructor and performing arts director at 
the Sammy Dyer School of the Theatre. At Sammy Dyer, Edwards wrote 
and presented four productions on the main stage, all comprised of 
student performers. In conjunction with the arts, Edwards worked as a 
Call Center Manager for Southwest Airlines, leading teams in production 
and revenue, later retiring as a flight attendant.  
 
Currently, Edwards sits on the Board of Directors at the Sammy Dyer 
School of the Theatre, The Chicago Multicultural Dance Center, and 
Shoot For The Stars non profit organizations, and is the Executive 
Director for The Chicago Multicultural Dance Center & Hiplet Ballerinas. 
In this capacity, Edwards is able to bring together her arts, performance 
and leadership skills to ensure a lasting legacy from each organization.   
 
With over 20 years of experience in working with nonprofit 
organizations, Robin is able to effectively serve the multiple needs of 
the CMDC & Hiplet Ballerinas from a business and artistic standpoint, 
while working diligently to service the needs of the communities they 
serve. 
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PROFILES 
 

Taylor Edwards (Associate Artistic Director), a Chicago 
native, is a graduate of the University of Missouri Kansas 
City with a BFA in Dance. She received her early training in 
dance from The Sammy Dyer School of Theater, Chicago 
Multicultural Dance Center, and The Chicago High School 
for the Arts, and has also trained with Deeply Rooted 

Dance Theater. She is fluent in many styles of dance including Ballet, 
Modern, Jazz, Hip Hop, Tap, Contemporary, Jazz Funk, and 
Improvisation; and has worked and performed with companies such as 
Deeply Rooted Dance Theater, Owen Cox Dance Group, and Wylliams 
Henry Dance Company. Taylor has choreographed and danced for many 
different artists including Chicago’s very own Kanye West, Tink, & 
Chance The Rapper. 
 
Gwenne Godwin (Production Stage Management/Tour Management, 
Lighting & Projection Design) is passionate about many things and is 
fortunate to work in fields that she loves. She is a lighting designer, 
production stage manager, master electrician, tax preparer and urban 
farmer. She has worked with numerous dance companies over the years 
and is always amazed at the dedication, passion, athleticism, and beauty 
they exhibit in their performances. It’s an honor to share my artistry 
with such talented individuals. Life is short, dance like nobody’s 
watching. Grow your own veg and share it. 
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CAST PROFILES 
 

Allison Harsh (Allie) was born and raised in Omaha, 
Nebraska where she began her dance training. She earned 
her BFA in Dance Performance from the Conservatory of 
Music and Dance at the University of Missouri Kansas City. 
Harsh’s dance training also includes the Kansas City Ballet, 
and Deeply Rooted Dance Theatre. She performed with the 

Kansas City Friends of Alvin Ailey for three years before joining Hiplet 
Ballerinas in 2019 and also dances as a member of Redd’s Angelz. Enjoy 
the show!  
 

Ben Marshall began training at the Chicago High School for 
the Arts. Later, he started and led a small dance group 
made up of him and his peers, performing original works 
for John Schmitz’s Dance Chicago showcase series, as well 
as producing his own shows. After graduating from ChiArts, 
he attended the University of Michigan. In 2018, he 

graduated from U of M, and joined the Hiplet Ballerinas in August of 
2022. 
 

Brandon Avery, native of South Holland, IL, taught himself 
urban dance techniques and later joined Clear Vision 
Dance Team in 2006. His formal dance training began at 
Knox College, and continued with the Chicago Multicultural 
Dance School, Gus Giordano Dance School, and Ballethnic 
Academy of Dance. Avery has performed with/for Mielle 

Organics, Ballethnic Dance Company, Anthony Burrell’s Project AB, Red 
Clay Dance, Joel Hall Dancers, and MTV2. He has choreographed for 
Donavan “Korporate” Price, Drew Sidora, and Praize Productions, Inc. 
Currently, he is the choreographer for Aya Ito, an instructor for Praize 
Productions, Inc., a dancer for Mikey Everything and The Haus of 
Everything, a member of the Pioneering HOUSE of Alain Mikli, and the 
founder/instructor of Hips & Heels by Brandon Avery™. This is 
Brandon’s second season performing and touring with the Hiplet 
Ballerinas Company. 
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CAST PROFILES 
 

Chantal’ Ashantè Hill, author of The Spiritual Ballerina: 
From Passion to Purpose, began her formal ballet training at 
the late age of 18, a path that God purposefully led her to 
hone and is now known as The Spiritual Ballerina. She 
trained with Dance Theatre of Harlem, Joel Hall Dancers & 
Center, and Danspiration Center Inc. She has performed 

with Joel Hall Dancers, Judah International Dance Theatre, Elements 
Contemporary Ballet, Dance Theatre of Harlem- Nutcracker, and 
currently serves in dance with Yielded Vessel Dance Ministry of New Life 
Covenant SouthEast. Hill is also the ballet instructor for Ailey Camp 
Chicago. Hill leads a life of purpose and great faith as she inspires 
through her dance photography on her website ChantalAshante.com. 
 

Dajiah Alexander, also known as Dai, was born July 4th 
2000, and is an American dancer. She has worked with 
various companies and productions such as W.O.D, KNVS, 
NEB and 1501. Alexander is hardworking, motivated, and 
dedicated to her craft and is always looking to improve.  
 

 
Kris Bellvié, born April 23rd, 1986, is an American actor, 
dancer and choreographer, and is one of the newest 
members of the Hiplet Ballerinas dance company. Debuted 
in an All Black Ensemble ‘The Factotum’ by The Lyric Opera 
of Chicago. He appeared in the 2022 feature film North of 
the 10, and has made recurring appearances in the Power 

Book IV: Force television program Season 1 and 2. Also a recurring 
dancer in season six of Empire. He has toured and worked with many 
artists including Chicago artists such as Kanye West, Shawnna, Sir The 
Baptist, Nathan Palmer, and D. Lylez. Other credits include 
performances with Kelly Clarkson, Chris Brown, Twista, Social Club 
Misfits, Mario, Da Brat, and Black Eyed Peas. In all of his hard work, 
Bellvié has been able to uplift and provide outlets for the youth in the 
form of dance programs, tutoring and mentoring. This is Bellvié’s third 
season touring with the Hiplet Ballerinas Company. 
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CAST PROFILES 
 

Makyla (Kayla) Bates is a Southside Chicago native and 
began dancing at Mayfair Dance Academy at the age of 
three. She began training at Chicago Multicultural Dance 
Center (CMDC), under the direction of Homer Bryant at age 
11. This is where she discovered the true meaning of 
classical techniques. She graduated from Chicago High 

School for the Arts (ChiArts) and studied in New York at the Dance 
Theater of Harlem and Alvin Ailey Summer Intensive Programs. She also 
trained with the Deeply Rooted Summer Intensive and Emerging 
Choreographers. She successfully completed Alonzo King LINES Ballet 
Professional Training Program in 2020. Currently trained in 
Ballet/Pointe, Hip-Hop, Contemporary, African, Modern, and Jazz. Bates 
is an original Hiplet Ballerina. She was part of the viral sensation and 
had the opportunity to perform on Good Morning America, TedTalk and 
in the US Virgin Islands St. Thomas. She was recently featured on The 
Kelly and Ryan Show and looks forward to the many dance 
opportunities to come. 
 

Nia Towe is a Chicago based dancer from Oak Park. She 
received a bachelors in dance from the University of 
Missouri Kansas City. While in school she worked with 
Kansas City Friends of Alvin Ailey and danced at Debbie 
Allen’s Key to the City ceremony. After graduating she 
performed with Eleoné Dance Theatre, on America’s Got 

Talent, Moncler’s Paris fashion week, and the 51st World Dance 
Conference on Dance Research in Athens Greece. This is Towe’s second 
season touring with the Hiplet Ballerinas Company. 
 

Terri K Woodall, Terri Berri if you like, is a Southside 
Chicago native, purposeful multifaceted artist, and 
dancerpreneur who has been training in dance since age 4.  
Her technical background ranges from Ballet, Modern, Jazz, 
Tap, Hip Hop, and Musical Theater, and she's had the 
honor and privilege to train/work with 

nationally/internationally acclaimed artists like Dr. Elena D Anderson, 
Dave Scott, Donyelle Jones, Florence Walker-Harris, Jon Engstrom, Lee 
Howard, and Michelle Elkin to name a few. Chicago theater credits 
include Studio One Dance Theater’s productions of If the Shoe Fits  
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CAST PROFILES 
 

(Harris Kid), Once Upon a Time in Oz (Zora), #BlackGirlStories 
(Freddy/Harriet Tubman), Malcolm and Jordan's Amazingly Fantastical 
Black History Project (Jordan/Harriet Tubman), and Porchlight Music 
Theater’s award winning production of Duke Ellington’s Sophisticated 
Ladies. Regional Theater credits include 5 Star Theatricals’ Children of 
Eden (Ensemble), Sister Act The Musical (Michelle/Ensemble), Joseph 
and The Amazing Technicolor DreamCoat (Ensemble), and The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame (Ensemble/Dance Captain). She is a graduate 
of The American Musical and Dramatic Academy (AMDA NY/LA), BFA in 
Dance Theater; and is currently a company member with Chicago’s own 
Rize Pro-Elite (Praize Productions Inc.) and performing apprentice with 
Hiplet Ballerinas. Woodall is and will forever be rooted in and 
committed to living a REAL life full of Respect, Encouragement, 
Abundance, and Love. 
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HIPLET BACKGROUND 
 

In 1968, compelled by the tragedy of Dr. King’s death, Arthur Mitchell 
decided to start the Dance Theatre of Harlem. A year later, Mitchell took 10 
dancers to Jacob’s Pillow for a lecture-demonstration and as they entered 
the theater, a young boy sweeping the stage found himself awestruck by 
the beautiful black dancers. Inspired, the stagehand signed-up for the 
evening’s class and by the end of the year was extended a scholarship to train 
at DTH where he later became a principal dancer and company member. 
 
Today, that young boy is better known as Homer Bryant - founder of the 
Chicago Multi-Cultural Dance Center and creator of the Hiplet™ technique. 
Bryant’s time with the Dance Theatre of Harlem was a catalyst for success 
in both his professional and personal life. In 1978, he married fellow DTH 
ballerina, Ronda Sampson, and 3 years later their daughter, Alexandra 
Victoria, was born with cerebral palsy. Bryant’s career highlights include: 
 
• Performing in The Wiz motion picture movie alongside Michael Jackson 

and Diana Ross, Broadway’s Timbuktu! starring Eartha Kitt, and Drury 
Lane Water Tower’s Evolution of the Blues 

• Training and touring under prima ballerina Maria Tallchief (one of 
Balanchine's wives) at the Chicago City Ballet  

• Working with Cirque Du Soleil on the creation of Mystere, Alegria, 
Quidam and Saltimbanco 

 
In 1990, he opened his own studio, Bryant Ballet, with a focus to offer all 
dancers, but especially low-income students and dancers of color, an 
entrée into classical ballet. By 1997, the mayor of Chicago renamed his 
school the “Chicago Multi-Cultural Dance Center” in honor of the studio’s 
work in the community. Over the years, Bryant has continued to 
incorporate hip-hop and ballet, eventually coining the term Hiplet™ in 
2009. CMDC has trained many dancers who now perform with Cirque Du 
Soleil, Alvin Ailey, Broadway productions and more, but it was social media 
that propelled the program into another dimension. 
 
In 2016, Brazil’s Só Bailarinos re-shared posts of Bryant’s Hiplet classes; his 
unique technique causing so much controversy the video amassed over 8 
million views. Shortly BuzzFeed, the Huffington Post and Good Morning 
America were knocking on the door, elevating the view count to over 100 
million. After GMA aired their performance, offers for commercial work and 
collaborations from the world’s most notable tastemakers, including 
Mercedes Benz and Vogue, started pouring in. Today, Hiplet™ has over 1 
billion views and the phone has not stopped ringing since. 
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ARTISTIC MISSION 
 

Hiplet’s viral celebrity created such an overwhelming demand that 
CMDC began turning down many requests. The world was calling but 
everyone was on hold because most of Bryant’s performers were still in 
school and steady revenue was needed to hire dancers to form a 
professional company. Despite their immense popularity, the majority 
of CMDC’s funding and student scholarships was still coming from 
parent investors. 
 
To keep the business growing, CMDC knew they had to create a 
professional touring company and has partnered with ECE Touring to 
premiere its first production. Together, they hope to expand upon 
Hiplet’s success and bring this innovative art form to audiences around 
the world, while continuing to invest in the programs CMDC offers its 
students and community.  
 
When Bryant opened his studio in Chicago’s Dearborn Station, he 
envisioned a place where dance training was accessible to everyone. 
Emphasizing his dedication, Bryant shares, “My mom passed away in 
2006; my wife passed away in 2008; my daughter passed away in 2010. I 
am married to my school and these kids.” Currently, he has 285 
students training at his studio, almost all female and under the age of 
18.  Through touring, he and the staff at CMDC hope to raise enough 
money to offer more scholarship opportunities + increase enrollment to 
500 students with a goal to recruit & train 50 male dancers off the 
streets of Chicago.  
 
Bryant sees dance as a way to build character and discipline. Finding 
inspiration from his daughter’s challenges with cerebral palsy, he 
pursues perfection but understands fallibility. Unable to walk or talk, 
Bryant would bring Alexandra to his classes where she would sit in her 
wheelchair and respond to the music by moving her fingers. “You see 
that? There’s a dancer inside of her,” he would say. “You can take 
technique and put it on any child's body. The trick is to make kids feel 
good, to get them to open up that vision peripherally, to see others in 
class, not just themselves in the mirror, and to help them join a 
common purpose.” 
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FRIENDS OF THE MAC 
 

McAninch Arts Center acknowledges and gives grateful thanks to those donors who have 
contributed in support of the MAC mission and vision. This list of donors reflects 
contributions made from Nov. 28, 2022 – Jan. 24, 2024. While we carefully prepared this 
list, we recognize that errors may have occurred. Please accept our apology if you are not 
properly represented on this list and contact the College of DuPage Foundation at  
(630) 942-2462 so we may correct our records. 
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FRIENDS OF THE MAC 
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Kristin and Peter Shulman 
Mr. and Mrs. John Smith 
Geraldine Smrcina 
Marilyn Smrcina 
Judith S. Thuer 
Mr. John A. Tovar 
Angel and Troy Traub 
Karen M. Varble 
James and Patricia Vary 
 Dr. Donald G. Westlake  
Hon. Bonnie M. Wheaton 
Whiskey Acres 
Scott and Kristen Wiersum 
Mr. Tyler Wisner 
Phyllis Young and Mark 

Ferguson 
Mr. and Mrs. Ethan Zelizer 
 
Ambassador Circle  
($500–$999) 
Anonymous (5) 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 

Anderson 
Viera Bakova 
Mrs. Eunice Becker 

Emily Bell 
Milt and Heide Bentley 
Mrs. Deborah F. Borge 
Cecilia and William Bulger 
Mr. and Mrs. James Burdett 
Cabernet & Company 
Connie Canaday Howard and 

Rex Howard 
Mr. Robert B. Chasteen 
Chicago White Sox 
Dr. Helen Dane, DVM 
Cara Degraff 
Ms. Lynn F. Dempsey-

Musker and Mr. Brian 
Musker 

Senator Kirk Dillard 
Mr. Gary R. Dobson 
Mark and Kim Dorn 
William and Kathleen 

Drennan 
Drury Lane Theatre 
Megan Elberts 
Enertherm Corporation 
Ms. Marla Felsten 
David and Janet Fox 
James and Nancy 

Gianfrancisco 
Ginni and Chris 
Ms. Leah Harding 
Health Track Sports Wellness 
Mr. Glenn Hopkins 
Mrs. Beatriz Iorgulescu and 

the Capt. Bernardo 
Iorgulescu USMC 
Memorial Fund DuPage 
Foundation 

Mr. Randle Jennings and Ms. 
Jennine S. Moorman 

Jon and Ruth Good 
Foundation - Fidelity 
Charitable Fund 

Ms. Marilyn Kloc 
Mr. Mike Klopmeyer 
Ida Lee 
Katherine and Gary Lietz 
Ms. Alixe Lischett 
Mr. and Mrs. Derryk A. 

Madsen 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Mark 
Joseph McConellogue 
Mr. and Mrs. David M. 

McGowan 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles 

Meagher 
Michael and Sandra Meyers 
Ms. Laura Micheli and Mr. 

Gavin Daly 
Gary Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

Morrissey 

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Nugent 
Dorothy I. O'Reilly 
Karen Webb Owen 
Jim and Lorraine Paulissen 
Rohan and Merlyn Phillips 
Mrs. Edie Postiglione 
Stephanie Powell 
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Riley 
Ms. Donna Romero 
Judy Ronaldson 
Tina Rudins 
Mr. and Mrs. James Ryan 
Mr.  Eugene Rzym And the 

Eugene W. Rzym Giving 
Fund of Fidelity Charitable 

Lisa Savegnago and Randy 
Johnson 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Serwinski and the Kenneth 
and Nancy Serwinski 
Charitable Fund - Schwab 
Charitable 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Sewick, 
LCPC 

Mike Sitrick 
Skeet and Laura Skeet 
Sutton Studios 
Dr. Eric H. Swanson and Mrs. 

Lori A. Swanson 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank 

Vanvlierbergen 
Rhea Vytlacil 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. 

Wdowiarz 
Jo Anne Zipperer 
 
Performer ($250-$499) 
Anonymous (4) 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis R. 

Achenbach, III 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Adamec 
Young Ahn 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith E. Allen 
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon 

Anderson 
Mr. Raymond Arenson 
Arrowhead Golf Club 
Vickie Austin 
Amelia Barrett 
Jack and Mary Ellen Barry 
Gayle and Don Bartell 
Biff Behr and Lynne Richman 
Mrs. Germaine Bird 
Jim and Sandy Boves 
Mr. Franklin E. Bowes 
Breakthru Beverage Group 
Mr. George Bruce 
Christina Burke 
Ed and Kay Burton 
Mike Calabrese 
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FRIENDS OF THE MAC

Mr. and Mrs. Sean Casten 
Paula and John Cebula 
Greg and Janet Chejfec 
Ms. Patricia Conway 
Cornerstone Restaurant 

Group 
Costello Jewelry 
Ms. Carole Cousin 
Mr. James M. Cronin 
Bill Curry and Gretchen 

Fleming 
Sharon D'Alessandro 
George W. and Ann Dervis 
designSPEAK llc 
Marilyn and Gene Dicola 
Ms. Mira Maureen Dolph 
Ms. Anita Dykema 
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Evans 
Marcela Fanning 
Tony Freeman 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Giblin 
Ms. Cathy Griffin 
Kim Hahn 
Brian and Lynne Hamm 
Suzanne and Leo Hart 
Lance Herning and Nancy 

Redmond 
Ms. Jane Hoyum 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank C. Hudetz 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin R. Illia 
Ben Johnson 
Ms. Gail Kalinich 
Cory Kammer 
Karl and Lee Ann Karnatz 
Mr. Dale J. Kuby 
Le Meridien Chicago Oak 

Brook 
Mrs. Anne Leventry 
Ms. Donna J. Luce 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward 

Makauskas 
Ms. Maureen Malloy 
Marcel's Culinary Experience 
Barb and Scott Marquardt 
Ellen and Daniel McGowan 
Ms. Jill McWilliams 
Dr. John Messitt 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 

Metcalfe 
Matt Mouw 
Ms. Allison Odak-Dolph and 

Mr. Frank Pecora 
Olive 'N Vinnie's Oil and 

Balsamic Bar 
Gayle Orlando 
Kurt and Marla Parent 
Mr. and Mrs. William Parker 
Ms. Erin Peterson 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark 

Pfefferman 

Karina Ramos 
Ms. Patricia Read 
Joel Riley 
Ms. Kaylin Risvold 
Ms. Yolanda E. Rocio 
Arun Roy 
Janey Sarther 
Mr. Larry Schouten 
Geraldine Sczygiel 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. 

Sieracki 
Cherry Stoddard 
Jon and Sandy Summerbell 
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Tarallo 
Mr. and Mrs. James Taylor 
Ms. Candy Theobald 
Paul Thompson 
Mr. Stephen Thompson 
Mr. and Mrs. Garry Vaccaro 
Kathryn Voland-Mann and 

Bob Mann 
Mr. and Mrs. Gus 

Vonderheide 
Penelope Wainwright 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wcisel 

and the Wcisel Charitable 
Fund of Schwab 
Charitable 

Ms. Kathy Wessel 
Western Springs Music Club 
Rich and Kathy Wilders 
Ms. Kathleen M. Wright 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wulffen 
Yorktown 
 
Friend ($50–$249) 
Anonymous (25) 
Tony Achilles 
Sue Adams 
Peggy Aldworth 
Lisa Ancona-Roach 
Mrs. Lynnette Arendt 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Armbrust 
Carole Arnott 
Ms. Christine A. Aument 
Aurora Civic Center Authority 
Darlene Barger 
Harold and Karen Bauer 
Ms. Colleen Bell 
Daniels Family 
Belleza Skin Care Institute 
Mr. and Ms. Mark Berlin 
Mr. Edwin Berndt 
Mr. Gregory Bewick 
Mr. Erik Biatti 
Mr. Leonard Bielefeldt 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bolbat 
Mr. and Mrs. James Borus 
Ms. Joan Brady 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Bresolin 

Broadway in Chicago 
Bubblehouse Brewing 

Company 
Perry and Julie Bump 
Mildred and Harold Burrow 
Mr. and Ms. Mark Bussey 
C.B. Conlin Landscapes, Inc 
Ms. Virginia Cantu 
Ruth and Ken Carlson 
Ms. Jennifer Carrillo 
Jim Carsten 
Mr. Joseph Cassidy 
Ms. Sara Cassin 
Margaret and Robert Charles 
Chawla & Associates CPAs 
Ms. Diana Christopher 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Cittadino 
Clayspace Ceramic Arts 

Center 
Ms. Ann E. Cliff 
Megan and Peter Clifford 
Ms. Kathi Clinton 
Judy Coates 
Ms. Linda Coen 
The Collective, A Lifestyle 

Boutique 
Cooper's Corner 
Marty and Mary Cosgrove 
The Crafty Shop & Supplies 
Creme de la Creme Boutique 
Robert Culler 
Ms. Diane M. Curtis 
Ms. Katherine Damitz 
Jeanne Davik 
Joy and Ron Detmer 
Jack and Patricia Dickman 
Barbara DiGuido 
Ms. Rosalinda Dominguez 
DoubleTree by Hilton Lisle 

Naperville 
Ms. Alice Douglas 
Jenny Dunbar 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard L. Eddy 
Daniel Edelman and Fran 

Kravitz 
Ms. Jennifer Evans 
Miles Evans 
William and Sally Newton 

Fairbank 
Christine and Craig Fenne 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. 

Fischer 
Ms. Gretchen Fleming 
Eric and Marilyn Fors 
Fox Valley Park District 
Ruta Freimanis 
Jay French 
William Fullriede 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Fussner 
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FRIENDS OF THE MAC

Ms. Victoria Gacki 
Jan Gahala 
Mary Jane Garrett 
Jody Gauthier 
Dr. Gloria Golec 
Mr. Gerald W. Good 
Goodman Theatre 
Gourmet Express Marketing, 

Inc. 
Ms. Kathleen Graffam 
Ms. Aldona Green 
Ms. Adrianne Gregory 
Ms. Wanda Gustas 
Sarah Gutierrez 
Donna Guy 
Ida Elizabeth Hagman 
Mr. Rich and Mrs. Deb Hall-

Reppen 
Ms. Karen Hanmer 
Ms. Sheila M. Hanssen 
Diana and Gary Harper 
Rebekah and Rodney Harris 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. 

Hattan 
Brad and Vicky Hauserman 
Mr. and Mrs. James Helt 
Ms. Laurie A. Hengel 
Susan S. Hennig 
Kathleen Herbach 
Ms. Erin Herman 
Sue Hervey 
Ron Hilton 
Ms. Martha A. Hirsch 
Richard and Shirley Holt 
Judy A. Hoskins 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hothan 
Hyatt Lisle 
Stephanie Iglehart 
Ms. Pam Imbeau 
Mr. Charles Jakubowski 
Ms. Joanne Jannsen 
Ms. Adriana Janutka 
Jennifer Rizzo Design 

Company 
Ms. Jean M. Jeske 
Edward and Susan Jeszka 
Mary Ann Jirak 
Mr. and Mrs. Tomas 

Johansson 
Jolie Charcuterie 
Ms. Lee Ann Jones 
Alisa Jordheim 
Ms. Ileen Kelly 
Kendra Scott 
Mr. Lee R. Kesselman 
Ms. Carole Kohout 
Ms. Deborah A. Kolek 
Ms. Beth Komel 
John P. and Catherine M. 

Kos 

Ms. Lori Kramer 
Ms. Shelley Krause 
Ms. Barbara L. Kristen 
Mary Krska 
Ms. Serena Krush 
Mr. John L. Ladle, Jr. 
Ms. Kathryn S. Lahey 
Mr. and Mrs. William Laing 
Gregory and Kristine Larsen 
Emile Lattyak 
Ms. Lea Lazarus 
Mrs. Ruth LeBeau 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher M. 

Lee 
Gilbert Lehman 
Ms. Kristen Lenhardt 
Ginny Lennon 
Mr. and Mrs. John Liedtke 
Travis Linderman 
Lisle Chamber of Commerce 
Lisle Library Dist. 
Lisle Park District 
Ms. Mary Locher 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Luce 
Liz Luszczek 
Lynfred Winery 
Bob Machacek 
Maggiano's Little Italy 
Thomas Manak 
Marinella's Ristorante Italiano 
Ms. Shannon Marsden 
Linda Martin 
Ms. Marion S. Martin 
Diane Maurer 
Ms. Kathleen McCullough 
Ann McDonald 
Marty and Marian McGowan 
Florine McKay 
Ms. Susana Melgoza 
Jackie Micek 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Miller 
J & B Miller 
Ms. Liz Minogue 
Ms. Cheryl R. Moen 
Daniel and Marilyn 

Montgomery 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Moon 
Ms. Andreanna Moravec 
Ms. Kimberly G. Morris 
Bud and Pat Motz 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Motz 
Ms. Lois Mouhelis 
Terry Mueller 
John Mulherin  
Ms. Melanie J. Murphy 
Dr. Jim Murray 
Barbara and Ted Nagengast 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Newmann 
Kathy Culver Nickell 
Ruth Oberg 

Ms. Sharon L. Ochwat 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Ohlson 
Ms. Judith W. Olson 
Tom and Karen Ostrander 
Alice E. Packard 
Mr. Kenneth Paoli 
Patricia Paolicchi 
Byrd and Alice Parmelee 
Past Presence Framing 
TD Paulius 
Ms. Kimberly Peckenpaugh 
Thomas and Amy Perkins 
Ken and Maria Peterson 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick 

Peterson 
Lisa Pint 
Robbie Plank 
John J. and Mary A. Plunkett 
Roger and Sarah Poeppel 
Quintin Porter 
Portillo's Restaurant Group 
Ms. Karen Poulos 
Ms. Lynda Pratscher 
Dale Prest 
Pulse Studio 
Puttshack 
John and Mandy Rakow 
Ms. Diane G. Rath 
Ken and Betty Reed 
Ms. Ruth Anne Rehfeldt 
Jackie Reich 
Ms. Tracey J. Reid 
Ms. Alesha Renee 
Timothy Ricordati 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 

Robbins 
Mr. Dennis Rockett 
Mr. Bruce Rodman 
Mr. Eric Rodriguez 
Nancy L. Ruby 
Douglas and Barbara Rundell 
Sandra Sansone Brennan 
Mr. Russ Scanio 
Ms. Maureen Schoenbeck 
Ms. Jane E. Schubert 
Paula Schumacher 
Sharol and William Schwass 
Ms. Catherine Scott 
Scrim Esports Gaming 

Center 
Ms. Sherie Shapiro 
Ms. Vicki L. Shargo 
Sheraton Hotel 
Ms. Johnna Shields 
Mrs. Kristie Shinohara 
Shiny Squirrel Art Studio 
Ms. Susan Simek 
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Simmons 
Craig Singleton 
Mrs. Helen W. Sladek 
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FRIENDS OF THE MAC

Barbara Smilanic 
Barbara Smith 
Ms. Rose M. Soraich 
Mrs. Sherry Spengel 
Mr. Paul Spotts 
Lynn St Germain 
John Stechman 
Mrs. Marilyn A. Steenwyk 
Mr. and Mrs. D. G. 

Stephenson, Jr. 
Melissa Striedl 
Ms. Angela Stroud 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Studnick 
Su Ki's Salon 
Ms. Melissa Sullivan 
Dr. William Scheftner and 

Mrs. Sheila Susman-
Scheftner 

Suzette's Creperie 
Dr. Nancy Svoboda 
Dr. Diane R. Szakonyi 
Kasia Szczesniewski 
Tom and Janet Szot 
Ms. Helen B. Szymanski 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Taves 
Anthony and Mona Taylor 
Mr. John Teschky 
TIAA 
Colleen and Paul Trinko 
Jean S. True 
Two Bostons 
Patricia and Anthony Vahcic 
Ms. Lisa Vargas 
Ms. Francine Venegas 
Ms. Deborah L. Venezia 
Viki Vestuto 
Helen Vick 
Village Links of Glen Ellyn 
Mr. Randall Vodnik 
Susan and Robert Vogt 
Ms. Patricia Vopenka 
Judith Wagner 
Walden Floral Design Co., Inc. 
Ms. Cathleen Wallin 
Larry Ward 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Wash 
WBEZ91.5 Chicago 
Judy Webster 
Patricia and Richard Weichle 
Mr. Don Weiss 
Anne and Jim Wengerd 
Scott and Danielle Wetle 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

Wheeler 
Robert and Jeanne Whisler 
Lyn and Debbie Whiston 
Joan and Raymond Wielgos 

Ms. Sandra Wildermuth 
Nancy Winter 
Mr. William Womack 
Diane Meiborg and Roger 

Zacek 
Mr. Richard Zuckerman 
 
Corporate and Community 
Sponsors 
A Toda Madre 
Adelle's Fine American Fare 
Anonymous Design, Inc. 
Arrowhead Golf Course 
Aurora Civic Center Authority 
Bank of America 
Ball Horticultural Company 
Belleza Skin Care Institute 
Breakthru Beverage Group 
Broadway in Chicago 
Brookdale Glen Ellyn 
Bubblehouse Brewing 

Company 
Cabernet and Company 
Cantigny Golf Course 
Chef By Request Catering 
Chicago White Sox 
Clayspace Ceramic Art 

Center 
Clayco 
The Collective 
College of DuPage 

Foundation 
Consolidated Flooring 
Cooper’s Corner 
Cornerstone Restaurant 

Group 
Costello Jewelry 
The Craft Shoppe & Supplies 
Cray Kaiser, Ltd. 
Crème de la Crème Boutique 
designSPEAK, LLC 
DoubleTree by Hilton Lisle 

Naperville 
Drury Lane Theatre 
DuPage Foundation 
Enertherm 
Enjoy Illinois/Department of 

Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity 

Follett 
Fox Valley Park District 
G. Carl Ball Family 

Foundation 
Glen Prairie 
Goodman Theatre 
Gourmet Express Marketing, 

Inc.  

Health Track Sports Wellness 
Hyatt/Hyatt Lisle 
Illinois Arts Council Agency 
Jennifer Rizzo Design 

Company 
Jolie Charcuterie 
JCS Fund of the DuPage 

Foundation 
La Quinta Resort + Club 
Le Meridien Chicago Oak 

Brook 
Legat Architects, Inc. 
Lisle Chamber of Commerce 
Lisle Library District 
Lisle Park District 
Lynfred Winery 
Marcel’s Culinary Experience 
Maggiano’s Little Italy 
Marinella’s Ristorante Italiano 
Nicor  
Nobel House  
Nothing Bundt Cakes 
Olive ‘N Vinnie’s 
Past Presence Framing 
Portillo’s Restaurant Group 
Pulse Studio 
Puttshack 
Reliable Home Improvement 
Renaissance Esmeralda 

Resort + Spa  
Reserve 22 
Santa Fe Restaurant 
Scrim Esports Gaming 

Center 
Sheraton Hotel 
Shiny Squirrel Art Studio 
STG Divorce Law 
Su Ki’s Salon 
Sutton Studios 
Suzette’s Creperie 
TC Wealth Partners 
TM Financial Forensics, LLC 
Two Bostons 
Village Links 
Vistex, Inc. 
Walden Floral Design Co., Inc. 
WBEZ  
90.9FM WDCB 
West Suburban Art Society 
302 Wheaton 
Wheaton Bank and Trust-A 

Wintrust Community Bank 
Whiskey Acres 
Wight and Company 
Wintrust Financial Corporation 
Yorktown 
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HOUSE NOTES 
 

• Cameras and recording devices are not allowed in 
the theater and are prohibited by our contracts with 
the artists. 
• Smoking is not permitted in the theater or on campus. 
• For your comfort and security, all backpacks and 
large bags must be checked. 
• Please turn off all cell phones and any other alarms 
while in the theater. 
• Emergency phone number at COD Police Department 
for after-hour calls is (630) 942-2000. 
• Latecomers seated at discretion of the House 
Manager. 
• Groups of 10 or more may contact (630) 942-3026 or 
grouptix@cod.edu to arrange for group discounts. 
• If you notice a spill in the theater, please notify an usher. 

• McAninch Arts Center volunteers are people 
who assist the house staff in areas of ticket taking, 
ushering and general management during 
performances. To get involved, call (630) 942-3705. 
• For Americans With Disabilities Act 
accommodations, call (630) 942-2141 (voice) 
or (630) 858-9692 (TDD). 
• Infrared Assistive Listening Devices: For audience 
members who desire audio amplification of 
performances, headsets with individual volume 
controls are now available. You may check out the 
headsets at the Box Office with a driver’s license. 
Underwritten by a generous gift from The Knowles 
Foundation. 

 
MAC STAFF LISTING 
 

MAC Administrative Staff 
Director of the McAninch Arts Center ........................................................................... Diana Martinez 
Senior Business Manager ............................................................................................. Ellen McGowan 
Business Manager .............................................................................................................. Cassi Fanelli 
Project Manager ............................................................................................................. Kari Schoettle 
Business Office Assistant ................................................................................................ Brianna Garcia 
Curator, Cleve Carney Museum of Art ............................................................................... Justin Witte 
Assistant Curator................................................................................................................ Julia Walker 
Marketing and Patrons Services Coordinator ................................................................. Janey Sarther 
Graphic Designer ........................................................................................................... Wendy Melgar 
Director of Development for Cultural Arts ...................................................................... Janie Oldfield 
Education and Community Engagement Coordinator .................................................... Mandy Rakow 
Student Clerical Assistant ..................................................................................................... Blake Lietz 
 

MAC Box Office and Front of House Staff 
Box Office Manager .............................................................................................................. Julie Elges 
Assistant Box Office Supervisors ...................................................................... Jim Gosling, Elise Wash 
Box Office Assistants .............................................................................. Patrick Garon, Tatia Hegranes 
Patron Services Manager .................................................................................................. Tom Murray 
Assistant Patron Services Supervisor ............................................................................. Deborah Kolek 
House Manager/Volunteer Coordinator ............................................................................ Rob Nardini 
 

MAC Resident Professional Ensembles 
Buffalo Theatre Ensemble, Artistic Director ................................................... Connie Canaday Howard 
Buffalo Theatre Ensemble, Associate Artistic Director ................................................... Amelia Barrett 
Buffalo Theatre Ensemble, Business Manager ................................................................... Bryan Burke 
New Philharmonic, Music Director and Conductor ......................................................... Kirk Muspratt 
New Philharmonic, Associate Conductor and Librarian ............................................... Benjamin Nadel 
New Philharmonic General Manager ............................................................................... Paula Cebula 
New Philharmonic Personnel Manager ...................................................................... Karen Dickelman 
 

MAC Design and Technical Staff 
Technical Production/Lighting/Sound Coordinator .................................................. Richard Arnold, Jr. 
Technical Theater Assistant Coordinator ...................................................................... Sabrina Zeidler 
Costume and Make-up Design Coordinator ............................................................ Kimberly G. Morris 
Assistant Costume Coordinator and Stitcher .......................................................... Gretchen Woodley 
Production Manager ........................................................................................................... Joe Hopper 
Sound and Lighting Specialist ............................................................................................ Ben Johnson 
Lighting Production Specialist .......................................................................................... Elias Morales 
Audio Production Specialist ........................................................................................... Fisher Parsons 
Events Production Specialist/Tech. Director – BTE ........................................................ Caitlyn Woods 
Stage Hands .................................................................................................... Bobby Bryan, Zak Zubka 

23 



 
 

 
 


