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McANINCH ARTS CENTER 
Oct 4-5, 2025 



 

Welcome to the McAninch Arts Center!  
 

Dear Friends, 
 
It is always a joy to welcome you to the McAninch 
Arts Center. Each season, our stage becomes a home 
for extraordinary artistry from around the world, and 
we are thrilled to share these experiences with you. 
From unforgettable music and breathtaking dance to 
thought-provoking theatre and laugh-out-loud 
comedy, our touring performances bring the very best 
of the arts right here to DuPage County. 
 

Your presence here is more than just attending a show—it is a celebration of 
the arts and a vital part of keeping them alive in our community. Every ticket 
purchased, every standing ovation, and every shared moment in this theater 
helps us fulfill our mission to make the arts accessible, engaging, and 
transformative. 
 
As you enjoy today’s performance, I encourage you to explore everything the 
MAC has to offer—from our gallery exhibitions and educational programs to 
our local and international collaborations. Whether this is your first visit or your 
fiftieth, we are honored to share this experience with you and look forward to 
making you feel right at home. 
 
If you enjoy coming to the MAC, the greatest help you can offer us is to share 
your experiences with friends and neighbors. Word-of-mouth is one of the 
most powerful ways to keep the arts thriving in our community. If there is 
anything we can do to make your experience more enjoyable, please do not 
hesitate to let us know. 
 
We look forward to entertaining you this evening, and we thank you sincerely 
for your support of the MAC. 
 
With warm regards, 

 
Diana Martinez 
Executive Director 
McAninch Arts Center 



 
 

To our wonderful patrons,  
 
On behalf of each of my colleagues in New Philharmonic,  
WELCOME TO OUR SEASON! 
 
I have looked to program concerts this season that are 
enticing, exciting, different, and moving in every respect.  
I have programmed many pieces that you have requested time 

after time and new pieces that we have never performed for you as yet: 
Carmina Burana, Polovtsian Dances, Cinderella, Harp of Ages. Each of us as 
musicians values you as an essential member of our family at NEW PHIL. 
 
It truly is a unique family and we very much look forward to greeting you 
before, during, and after each of our performances.  
 
With sincere thanks,  
Kirk 
 
P.S. From the bottom of my heart, I want to thank you for supporting these 
excellent and deserving musicians. 

 
Kirk Muspratt, Music Director and Conductor 

---------------- NEW PHILHARMONIC 2025-2026 SEASON -------------- 
Carmina Burana 
Polovtsian Dances 
Sat, Oct 4, 7:30p I Sun, Oct 5, 3p  
 

Romeo & Juliet 
Cinderella 
Sat, Nov 1, 7:30p I Sun, Nov 2, 3p  
 

New Year’s Eve Concert 
Wed, Dec 31, 1:30, 5 & 8:30p 
 

 
Broadway through the Years 
Sat, Jan 31, 7:30p I Sun, Feb 1, 1p &5p 
 

Harp of Ages & Pictures at an 
Exhibition 
Sat, Apr 11, 7:30p I Sun, Apr 12, 3p 
Nicole Young, harp 

 

For tickets and information, call (630) 942-4000 or visit AtTheMAC.org 
 

   
 

http://www.atthemac.org/
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New Philharmonic 
Kirk Muspratt, Music Director and Conductor 

49th Season 2025-2026 
 

 

Carmina Burana 
Polovtsian Dances 

 
Kirk Muspratt, Music Director and Conductor 

 
Emily Birsan, soprano 

Richard Ollarsaba, baritone  
Thomas Aláan, countertenor 

      
Northwest Indiana Symphony Chorus 

Thomas McNichols, Director 
 

 
 
 
 

 
A special thanks to our sponsors. 

 
    

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sat, Oct 4, 2025, 7:30p 
Sun, Oct 5, 2025, 3p 

Belushi Performance Hall 
 
  

Media Sponsor 
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PROGRAM 
Kirk Muspratt 

Music Director and Conductor 
 

 
 

Polovtsian Dances from Prince Igor ......................................... Alexander Borodin 
     I. Dance of the Polovtsian Maidens  (1833-1887) 
     II. Polovtsian Dance with Chorus 
 

INTERMISSION 
 
Carmina Burana: Cantiones profanae ....................................................... Carl Orff 

  (1895-1982) 
Fortuna Imperatrix Mundi 

1. O Fortuna 2. Fortune plango vulnera 
 
I. Primo Vere 

3. Veris leta facies  
4. Omnia Sol temperat 

5. Ecce gratum 

 
Uf Dem Anger 

6. Tanz  
7. Floret silva      
8. Chramer, gip die varwe 
mir 

9. Reie 
10. Were diu werlt alle min 

 
II. In Taberna 

11. Estuans interius  
12. Cignus ustus cantat 
13. Ego sum abbas 

14. In taberna quando 
sumus  

 
III. Cour D’Amours 

15. Amor volat undique  
16. Dies, nox et omnia  
17. Stetit puella  
18. Circa mea pectora  
19. Si puer com puellula 

20. Veni, veni, venias 
21. In trutina 
22. Tempus est iocundum 
23. Dulcissime 

 
Blanziflor et Helena 

24. Ave formosissima 
 

Fortuna Imperatrix Mundi 
25. O Fortuna 
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PROGRAM NOTES 
 

Polovtsian Dances from “Prince Igor” 
The musical features that create the exotic atmosphere in the Polovtsian 
Dances. 
 
To create the “exotic” atmosphere in the Polovtsian Dances, Alexander 
Borodin, a member of the nationalist group of Russian composers known as 
“The Five,” employed musical techniques characteristic of 19th-century 
Orientalism. This was a common approach for Russian composers 
portraying the nomadic tribes from the steppes east of Russia. While 
Borodin was not an ethnomusicologist studying authentic Polovtsian folk 
music, he masterfully blended orchestration, melody, rhythm, and harmony 
to craft a convincing musical representation of a foreign culture.  
 
Here are the specific musical features that contribute to the work’s exotic 
sound: 
 
Instrumentation and orchestration 

• Vibrant tone colors: Borodin uses a “brilliantly colorful 
orchestration” to evoke a sense of splendor and spectacle. 

• Prominent woodwinds: The work features soloistic woodwinds that 
“brighten the already exotic, lithe melodies”. 

o English horn and oboe solos: These instruments carry the 
plaintive, lyrical melody of the “Gliding Dance of the 
Maidens,” creating a haunting and sorrowful effect. Their 
reedy tone was often used in Orientalist works to suggest 
a non-European landscape. 

• Energetic percussion: A wide array of percussion, including 
prominent tambourine and timpani, adds rhythmic drive and a 
feeling of spectacle, particularly in the energetic dances. 

• Powerful brass: Borodin uses powerful and shining brass to convey 
the “barbaric splendor” of the Polovtsian warriors, particularly in 
the more vigorous sections and the climax.  

 
Melody and harmony 

• Lyrical and melancholy themes: The “Gliding Dance of the 
Maidens” features a flowing, yet mournful, melody. Its expressive 
quality captures the homesick sadness of the captured slave 
women. 
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• Chromaticism and modal inflections: The melodies sometimes 
employ chromatic intervals, including the augmented second, to 
give them a distinctive, non-Western scale-like quality. In the 
“Gliding Dance” theme, the slight modal shift between major and 
relative minor also adds to the exotic atmosphere. 

• Repetitive melodic phrases: Short, repetitive melodic patterns give 
the music a trance-like, hypnotic feel, suggesting a different, non-
European sense of time.  

 
Rhythm and tempo 

• Rhythmic vitality: The wild, energetic dance sequences are built on 
powerful and driving rhythmic motifs that contrast sharply with the 
slower, more lyrical sections. 

• Syncopation: The use of syncopated rhythms adds a liveliness and 
unpredictability that deviates from Western classical tradition, 
giving the music a spirited folk-dance character. 

• Shifting meters: The alternation between the slow 4/4 meter of the 
“Gliding Dance” and the fast ¾ and 6/8 meters of the “Wild 
Dances” creates a dynamic, shifting soundscape. The vigorous 
gallop of the ¾ dance evokes a sense of unrestrained energy.  

 
Thematic and dynamic contrasts 

• Juxtaposition of moods: The work’s structure, which alternates 
between the gentle, flowing melody of the maidens and the 
frantic, ferocious energy of the male warriors, creates a dramatic 
push-and-pull effect. This is key to the overall theatrical and exotic 
feeling. 

• Spectacular finale: The final, sweeping grand celebration brings the 
different themes together in a thrilling and dramatic climax, 
creating a sense of overwhelming, celebratory chaos.  

 
Through these techniques, Borodin creates a vivid and memorable scene 
that, though it relies on Western tropes of Orientalism, effectively 
transports the listener to the world of the Polovtsian camp.  
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Carl Orff 
Carmina Burana  
From the very first bars of Orff’s Carmina Burana you feel as though you 
are entering a completely different world: the mythic appeals of the 
opening chorus seem to well up from another age to O Fortuna, the 
goddess of fortune both good and ill: you see figures in brightly colored 
costumes assembling on a mountain summit; partiers engage in their 
favorite pursuits; and lovers vent their feelings, each in his or her own way. 
You laugh and suffer with them, sharing their feelings, celebrating with 
them as the music runs its inevitable course.  
 
Carmina Burana is a scenic cantata composed by Carl Orff in 1935 and 
1936. It is based on 24 of the poems found in the medieval collection of the 
same name found in a Benedictine monastery in 1803. Orff first 
encountered the text in 1884 publication which included English 
translations of 46 poems from the collection mostly in Latin verse, with a 
small amount of Middle High German and Old Provencal. Orff was 
unfamiliar with the tunes to which these songs were originally sung and 
had to invent every note, every sound and rhythmic pattern, no matter 
how brief. The selection of poems covers a wide range of familiar topics: 
the fickleness of fortune and wealth, the ephemeral nature of life, the joy 
of the return of Spring, and the pleasures and perils of love and celebration.  
 
Much of the compositional structure is based on the idea of the turning 
Fortuna Wheel. Within each scene, and sometimes within a single 
movement, the wheel of fortune turns, joy turning to bitterness, and hope 
turning to grief. “O Fortuna”, the first poem in the Schmeller edition, 
completes this circle, forming a compositional frame for the work through 
both the opening and closing movements.  
 
Orff’s aim was not to create a modernist masterpiece, nor even to conjure 
up the world of the Middle Ages. Rather, he used medieval poems and 
music to appeal to elemental feelings. The melodies have succinctness and 
memorability that recall authentic folk traditions. The rhythms are so lively 
and enthralling that they affect us on an almost physical level. Although 
Orff uses little more than the sort of orchestra normally associated with the 
Classical repertory, he manages to coax from it sounds that might have 
been heard at the dawn of history and that cast their immediate spell on 
the listener. 
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Carmina Burana was first staged by the Frankfurt Opera on June 8, 1937. 
Shortly after the greatly successful premiere, Orff wrote to his publisher, 
Schott Music, “Everything I have written to date, and which you have, 
unfortunately, printed, can be destroyed. With Carmina Burana, my 
collected works begin.”  

- Courtesy of Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra.  
 
ABOUT NORTHWEST INDIANA SYMPHONY CHORUS 
 

The Northwest Indiana Symphony Chorus is comprised of gifted singers 
from the Chicagoland area who share their talents with the Symphony on a 
volunteer basis.  
 
Led by Thomas McNichols, the Chorus will perform on this season’s 
Northwest Indiana Symphony Holiday Pops concerts December 4 & 6, 2025 
at Hard Rock Live Stage in Gary, IN and Valparaiso High School.  The 
ensemble will also present their own concert, Dan Forrest’s Requiem for the 
Living, on March 29, 2026 at the Center for Visual and Performing Arts in 
Munster, IN. 
 
Established in 1987, The Northwest Indiana Symphony Chorus has 
performed with the Symphony in everything from Requiems to Reggae. This 
talented group is the choral component of the Symphony Society, providing 
added texture and versatility to the Symphony’s performance repertoire.  
 
Repertoire has included, Bernstein’s Ninth Symphony, Bernstein’s 
Chichester Psalms, Requiems by Fauré, Duruflé and Verdi, Hoist’s The 
Planets, Orff’s Carmina Burana, and Strauss’ Die Fledermaus, plus Bizet’s 
Carmen with The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center. The Chorus 
occasionally performs with other area orchestras and presents its own 
concerts of Choral Masterworks.  
 
Singers 17 years of age and older are eligible to audition in the August or 
January auditions. Rehearsals are held on Tuesday evenings in Munster. 
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PROFILES 
 

Described as “luminous” (The Guardian) and “radiant” 
(London Telegraph), soprano Emily Birsan is known to 
Chicago audiences for her “mesmerizing” (Splash 
Magazine) performance as Violetta in Verdi’s La Traviata 
at the Lyric Opera of Chicago. Previous performances 
include leading roles at Lyric Opera, Welsh National 
Opera, Edinburgh International Festival, Boston Lyric 

Opera, Madison Opera, and concert performances at Carnegie Hall, BBC 
Symphony, Ravinia Festival, Grant Park Symphony, Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra, and the Chicago Philharmonic. With the Chandos Record Label, 
Birsan has recorded Elgar’s oratorio, The Saga of St. Olaf, with the Bergen 
Philharmonic Orchestra and Sir Andrew Davis. 
  
In the 2025/2026 season, she appears as Speranza Celeste in Stradella’s 
Ester with Haymarket Opera Company in Chicago, performs as soprano 
soloist in Brahms’s Ein Deutsches Requiem with Apollo Chorus, Carmina 
Burana with New Philharmonic Orchestra, Poulenc’s Gloria with Lacrosse 
Symphony Orchestra, and premieres the new opera called Everlasting Faint 
with Madison Opera in the Spring. 
 
2023-2024 
Birsan made her return to Edinburgh International Festival for Strauss’ 
Capriccio, as well as made her premiere performance of Strauss’ Four Last 
Songs with the University of Illinois Symphony Orchestra. She premiered 
new works with LUNART Festival in Madison, WI, and sang the role of 
Asteria in Handel’s Tamerlano with Haymarket Opera to great acclaim.  
 
2021-2022 
Susanna in Il Segreto di Susanna with Opera Festival Chicago’s inaugural 
season, Euridice in Orfeo ed Euridice with Inland Northwest Opera, Beatriz 
cover and 2nd Flower with Chicago Opera Theater in La Hija de Rappucini, 
and appearances with the St. Louis Bach Society and St. Augustine Music 
Festivals.  
 
2019-2020 
Appearances with the Aspen Ideas Festival, Peninsula Music Festival, 
Mozart’s Requiem with the Bach Society of St. Louis, Beethoven’s Mass in C 
with the Phoenix Symphony, Mahler’s Symphony No. 4 with the Illinois 
Philharmonic Orchestra, and Handel’s Messiah with the Boise Philharmonic 
and Tucson Symphony.      
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2018-2019                   
In the 2018-2019 season, she went on for an ailing colleague at the Lyric 
Opera of Chicago as Violetta in La Traviata for which SplashMags.com 
acclaimed “This opera is about Violetta, and the Lyric has a superb one 
here.” Additionally, she performed Violetta with Nashville Opera, Handel’s 
Messiah with the Illinois Philharmonic, Jacksonville Symphony, and 
Louisiana Symphony, Donna Anna in Don Giovanni with the Jacksonville 
Symphony, the title role in Rusalka with Madison Opera, Mahler’s 8th 
Symphony with Madison Symphony, and Sandman/Dew Fairy in Hänsel und 
Gretel with the Edinburgh International Festival.         
 
2017-2018 
Joined Sir Andrew Davis and the Liverpool Philharmonic, Violetta in La 
Traviata with Indianapolis Opera, Handel’s Messiah with the Jacksonville 
Symphony, a tour singing the role of Maria Callas with Pop-Up Magazine on 
the West Coast, Mahler’s 4th Symphony with the Rochester Philharmonic 
Orchestra, and her debut with Welsh National Opera as Donna Anna in Don 
Giovanni. 
 
2016-2017 
Role debuts as Juliette in Gounod’s Romeo et Juliette with Madison Opera, 
Susanna in Le nozze di Figaro with Boston Lyric Opera, and Donna Anna in 
Don Giovanni with Florentine Opera. On the concert stage, she made her 
debut with Melbourne Symphony singing Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis, a 
concert with the Chicago Philharmonic, and was featured with the BBC 
Symphony in London singing Bliss’ Beatitudes.      
 
Recent Seasons 
Recently, Birsan returned to the Lyric Opera of Chicago as the Italian Singer 
in Capriccio, Leila in The Pearl Fishers with Florida Grand Opera, and Anne 
Trulove in The Rake’s Progress with the Edinburgh International Festival, 
among others. Her critically acclaimed performances on the concert stage 
include Elgar with the Bergen Philharmonic in Norway, Verdi and Puccini 
with the Knoxville Symphony and her Carnegie Hall debut with Mozart 
Mass in C minor. With the Chandos Record Label, Birsan has recorded 
Edward Elgar’s oratorio, The Saga of St. Olaf, with the Bergen Philharmonic 
Orchestra and Sir Andrew Davis.       
 
Equally at home on the concert stage, Birsan has performed as the soprano 
soloist in the Mozart Requiem with the Madison Symphony Orchestra,  
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Schubert’s Mass in Eb with the Grant Park Symphony, Bach’s Matthäus-
Passion as well as a concert of Bach Cantatas No. 22 and 32 with the 
Madison Bach Musicians, and triumphed in “A Mirror on Which to Dwell” 
by Elliot Carter at the Ravinia Festival in July of 2014. Birsan was also 
featured as a soloist on the Rush Hour Concert Series and has recorded 
arias for composer Jimmy Lopez’ new opera Bel Canto which had its world 
premier at the Lyric Opera of Chicago in 2015. 
 
Birsan was awarded first prize from the Musicians Club of Women 
Competition and was the 2014 Richard F. Gold Career Grant through the 
Lyric Opera of Chicago. She earned her Bachelor of Music degree from 
Lawrence Conservatory in Appleton, WI studying with mezzo-soprano 
Karen Leigh-Post. Master of Music degree from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison’s School of Music in 2010, where she performed the title roles in 
Massenet’s Thaïs, Handel’s Alcina and Donizetti’s Maria Stuarda.  A student 
of Julia Faulkner, Birsan was also awarded the Paul Collins Fellowship 
during her residency at the university. She was Winner of the 2010 Rose M. 
Grundman Scholarship from the Civic and Arts Union League Competition, 
First Place in the 2007 Senior Women’s Division of the National Association 
of Teachers of Singing Competition, and multiple award wins from 2008-
2011 at the Upper Midwest Region of the Metropolitan Opera National 
Council Auditions. 
 

Mexican-American bass-baritone, Richard Ollarsaba, 
praised by The Washington Post for his “meltingly smooth 
bass-baritone” and for “evoking a young Ruggero Raimondi 
in looks and manner,” represented the USA in the 2019 
BBC Cardiff Singer of the World competition, was a 
member of the prestigious Ryan Opera Center at Lyric 

Opera of Chicago for three seasons, and a grand finalist in the 2013 
Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions. 
 
This season he reprises the roles of Escamillo in Carmen with Opera 
Columbus, Count Almaviva in Le nozze di Figaro with Portland Opera and 
Piedmont Opera, and the title role in Don Giovanni with Inland Northwest 
Opera and Arizona Opera. 
 
Season 2022/23 he debuted with the Glimmerglass Festival, Lyric Opera of 
Kansas City, and Portland Opera as Escamillo in their respective productions 
of Bizet’s Carmen. He debuted with Chicago Opera Theater in the world- 
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premiere opera The Life and Death(s) of Alan Turing composed by Justine F. 
Chen as Fred Clayton and Judge Harrison, and presented the role of Count 
Almaviva in Le nozze di Figaro with Knoxville Opera. On the symphonic 
stage, he made return appearances as bass soloist with the Palm Beach 
Symphony in their performances of Handel’s Messiah and the Master 
Chorale of South Florida in their performances of Verdi’s Requiem. He also 
debuted the self-curated recital “Neighbors Abroad, Family at Home” 
highlighting compositions from Mexico and the USA at his alma mater in 
the inaugural performance of the Fletcher Alumni Recital Series at the 
University of North Carolina School of the Arts. 
 
Recent season credits include the title role of Don Giovanni with Opera 
Hong Kong, Opera Grand Rapids and Opera Carolina, the title role in Le 
nozze di Figaro with New Zealand Opera and Minnesota Opera, as well as 
Count Almaviva with Virginia Opera, Escamillo in Carmen with Kentucky 
Opera, Minnesota Opera, North Carolina Opera, Tulsa Opera, Annapolis 
Opera, and the Barhabor Music Festival, and Schaunard in La bohème with 
the Jacksonville Symphony. He has been a repeat featured soloist with the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra notably in performances of Haydn’s Mass 
in Time of War and Handel’s Messiah. 
 
While at the Ryan Opera Center at Lyric Opera of Chicago, his tenure 
included productions of La Traviata, Capriccio, Anna Bolena, Tosca, The  
Passenger, Otello, Madama Butterfly, Parsifal, and the title role in Don 
Giovanni – stepping into the iconic part with a few hours’ notice. Other 
operatic engagements include Asdrubale in Rossini’s La pietra del 
paragone, Fallito in Gassmann’s L’opera seria, Angelotti in Tosca, and 
Luciano in Musto’s Bastianello with Wolf Trap Opera; the title role in Don 
Giovanni with Intermountain Opera Bozeman; Timur in Turandot and 
Rochefort in Anna Bolena with Minnesota Opera; Ferrando in Il 14rovatore 
with North Carolina Opera, Colline in La bohème and Reverend John Hale in 
Ward’s The Crucible with Piedmont Opera, Pistola in Falstaff with Opera 
Omaha, and Antonio in Le nozze di Figaro with Opera Cleveland. 
 
In addition to performances on the operatic stage, Ollarsaba appears 
regularly in concert and recital. He has been the bass soloist with the 
Mainly Mozart Festival in a rare performance of Mozart’s Thamos, König in 
Ägypten, Handel’s Messiah with the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, Phoenix 
Symphony, and Kansas City Symphony, Bach’s St. John’s Passion with the 
Madison Bach Musicians, Dvorak’s Te Deum with Apollo Chorus of Chicago,  
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Bernstein’s Songfest at the Ravinia Festival, Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony 
with the Macon Symphony Orchestra and Master Chorale of South Florida, 
Verdi’s Requiem with the Salisbury Symphony, and Beethoven’s Choral 
Fantasy in his debut with the Boston Symphony Orchestra at Tanglewood. 
That concert was a gala celebration of the venerable festival’s 75th birthday 
and was telecast nationally on PBS. 
 
A native of Tempe, Arizona, Ollarsaba received his Bachelor of Music from 
the Cleveland Institute of Music and his Master of Music and post-graduate 
certificate from the University of North Carolina School of the Arts. In 
addition to the Ryan Opera Center at Lyric Opera of Chicago, he trained at 
Minnesota Opera, Music Academy of the West, Chautauqua Opera, Aspen 
Music Festival, Tanglewood, and Wolf Trap Opera. 

 
Critically acclaimed stellar (Chicago Tribune) countertenor 
Thomas Aláan has been a featured soloist on radio shows, 
album recordings, concert series, and festivals across the 
United States. He has performed with groups including 
Alchymy Viols, Ars Antigua, Bella Voce Camerata, Bach 
Cantata Vespers, Charlottesville Early Music Access 
Project, Credo, Elgin Master Elgin Symphony Orchestra 

and Chorale, Helios Ensemble, Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra, 
Mountainside Baroque, Musikanten Montana, and Schola Antiqua. Festival 
appearances include the Boston Early Music Festival Fringe Series, the Bach 
and Beyond Baroque Early Music Festival, the Baroque on Beaver Island 
Festival, the Wicker Park Music Festival, the Bloomington Early Music 
Festival, and the Ear Taxi Festival. 
 
In media, he’s been heard on WGN Radio (Up Late with Patti Vasquez, 
Nocturnal Journal), WNPR (The Midday), WFMT (The Midnight Special, 
Midday), and Chicago Irish Radio; has interviewed with Early Music 
America, Huffington Post, and 98.7 WFMT; and can be heard regularly on 
podcasts such as Best Nerds Studio and The BBE Live, the latter featured 
through Early Music America’s Wellness Series. His recordings include 
Vivaldi’s solo cantata Stabat mater dolorosa for Biretta Books; Haydn’s 
Requiem and Vivaldi’s Gloria with the Elgin Master Chorale and Symphony 
Orchestra; Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms and Orff’s Carmina Burana with 
the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra; and An Appalachian Summer, 
A Gaelic Summer Carols, and Chicago Stories: The Album with the Bach and 
Beethoven Experience (BBE). He has premiered several new works written  
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for countertenor, including Eric Malmquist’s Two Assyrian Songs, A Portrait 
of Lam Ho, and A Valediction; Amos Gillespie’s Three Songs; Mark 
Nowakowski’s O Dulcis Electe, Chesterton’s Carol, and Mizerna Cicha; Kurt 
Westerberg’s Three Orphic Hymns; Lucas Tuazon’s In service to; Heidi 
Joosten’s Edwin in the Lowlands Low; and Tomás Gueglio’s Blue Heron. 
 
From 2009-2024, Aláan established himself as a well-known figure in 
Chicago’s musical and sustainability communities. He served as co-director 
of the Bach and Beethoven Experience (BBE), a chamber music ensemble 
known within the early music and folk communities for its innovative 
commissions for period instruments and fun folk/Baroque crossover 
concerts. As co-director of the groundbreaking OperaWorks™ singer 
training program, he led the program out of a multi-year hiatus into its 
post-pandemic relaunch. With Kirsten Hedegaard, he also co-founded The  
EcoVoice Project, a non-profit focused on climate change advocacy and 
education through music. At Holy Name Cathedral, he was Associate 
Conductor of Choirs and Director of the Women’s Schola for fifteen seasons 
while moonlighting as an occasional “liturgical saxophonist” during services. 
He was a climate change educator at the University of Illinois at Chicago 
(UIC) where he ran the internationally acclaimed Summer Institute on 
Climate and the Environment for 12 years (2011-2023) and taught courses 
such as Music as a Tool for Environmentalism and Change and The Music 
and Science Connection in the UIC Honors College. His expertise has led 
him to lead talks and panel discussions through Loyola University’s Climate 
Change Conference, the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability 
in Higher Education, the UIC Summer Institute on Sustainability and Energy, 
the Helena Music Teachers Association, Chicago’s The People’s Music 
School, and the national Self Employment in the Arts (SEA) Art Business 
Entrepreneurship Workshop. 
 
In the summer of 2024, Aláan relocated to Seattle. His home studio — 
Voice Lessons in Seattle — is growing with a vibrant group of singers of all 
backgrounds and genre interests from classical and musical theater to 
death metal. His work with people has expanded to the newly launched The 
Performer’s Gym which focuses on performing artist injury prevention, 
rehabilitation, and strength and functional movement skill development. 
He also travels 16 across the country leading STEM workshops for university 
students and early career post-docs which develop science communication 
skills through operatic performance techniques. Conferences and 
universities where he’s given such workshops include the Next Generation  
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Electrochemistry conference, the Communication Science Conference – 
Atlanta, the University of Colorado Boulder, and the University of Illinois 
Chicago (2024). In September, he joins St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church 
to rebuild the choral program as the new choir director. 
 
Aláan received his Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA) in Performance from the 
University of Wisconsin – Madison where he was a Paul Collins Wisconsin 
Distinguished Graduate Fellow studying with Jim Doing. His research 
interests include the performance practice and ornamentation of Sean-nòs 
singers and the use of music in sociopolitical and environmental 
movements. He received his Master of Arts in Vocal Pedagogy at Texas 
Woman’s University with renowned author and pedagogue, Joan Wall, and 
his Bachelor of Arts in Music Education (voice and saxophone) from 
Alderson-Broaddus University. Additional teacher-mentors include Sheri  
Greenawald, Mark Crayton, Ellen Hargis, Elizabeth Parker, Max von 
Egmond, Ann Baltz, David Brock, Beverly Hoch, Linda Poetschke, and Lewis 
Hall. He is a certified personal trainer and nutrition coach through the 
National Academy of Sports Medicine (NASM-CPT/CNC) with specializations 
in sports performance, corrective exercise, and behavioral change, with 
additional certification through the Performing Arts Medicine Association 
(PAMA). 
 
When not engaged in any of the above activities, he can be found cooking 
or feeding his cat, Theobold, shuffling, or playing World of Warcraft. 
 

Thomas McNichols (Director, Northwest Indiana 
Symphony Chorus) is the Director of Choral Activities and 
Vocal Studies at Saint Xavier University in Chicago and is 
also an alumnus, having earned a double undergraduate 
degree in vocal performance and music education. He has 
previously been on faculty at St. Bernadette Catholic 
Academy, St. Cajetan School, St. Catherine of Alexandia 

School, and Mother McAuley High School. 
 

While completing his graduate studies in vocal performance at North Park 
University, McNichols was a featured soloist with the University Choir, 
Chamber Singers, and Orchestra, and performed the roles of Kei-Ki-Ka-Ko in 
Offenbach’s Ba-ta-cian, Prince Aprile in Respighi’s La bella dormenta nel 
bosco, Leon in Pasatieri’s Signor Deluso, and Tamino in Mozart’s Die 
Zauberflote. As part of his choral experience at North Park, he was a tenor 
soloist in performances of Handel’s Messiah, and a participant in the Bach  
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Week festival Chorus in Chicago, under the direction of Dr. Richard 
Webster.  
 
Internationally, McNichols has performed the roles of Tamino in Mozart’s 
Die Zauberflote with Lyric Opera Studio in Weimar, Germany, Don Ottavio 
from Mozart’s Don Giovanni with Toronto, Canada/Opera Festival di Roma 
in  Orvieto, Italy, and The Prince in Dvorak’s Rusalka.  While in Weimar, he 
was also a featured soloist with the Thuringer Symphoniker, Saalfield-
Rudolstadt, singing highlights as Alfredo in Verdi’s La Traviata, and Edgar in 
Donizetti’s Lucia di Lammermoor. 
 
Locally, McNichols has performed the role of Nemorino in condensed 
outreach performances of Donizetti’s L’Elisir d’Amore through Main Street 
Opera’s educational program with Casa Italia. He has appeared as a 
chorister with Chicago’s Grant Park Music Festival and as a dolosit with the 
Southwest Symphony Orchestra for Mozart’s Requiem, as well as the Oak 
Park Symphony excerpts from Wagner’s Parisfal. He has also appeared in 
several productions with the formerly 99th Street Theater; Captain Albert 
Lennox – The Secret Garden, Buddy Foster – Side Show, and Company – 
Shrek the Musical. 
 

Kirk Muspratt (Music Director and Conductor) recently 
received the Conductor of the Year award from the Illinois 
Council of Orchestras. He was also named “Chicagoan of 
the Year” in classical music by John von Rhein and the 
staff of the Chicago Tribune. In honoring Muspratt, von 
Rhein said, “Ask the delighted adults and kids who this 
year flocked to his concerts in west suburban Glen Ellyn 

with the New Philharmonic Orchestra … They will tell you he made concert  
going an interactive experience that was both enlightening and — are you 
ready? — fun.”  
 
Recognized as one of the outstanding figures in the new generation of 
conductors, Muspratt has garnered international critical acclaim as a “born  
opera conductor” (Rheinische Post), “a knowledgeable musician who 
delivers superbly controlled, gorgeously shaped readings” (St. Louis Post-
Dispatch), and “friend to local music” (Midwest Beat Magazine). The Los 
Angeles Times declared, “Watch him!”  
 
This season marks the 21st anniversary of Muspratt being both Music 
Director of New Philharmonic and Artistic Director/Music Director of  
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DuPage Opera Theatre (now New Philharmonic Opera). In his last fifteen 
years, productions featured Otello, Madama Butterfly, Le Nozze di Figaro, Il 
Barbiere di Seviglia, Hansel and Gretel, La Boheme, Faust, Otello, Tosca, The 
Beggars Opera, Elixir of Love, Turandot, Gianni Schicchi, Cosi fan Tutte, The 
Mikado, La Traviata, and Die Fledermaus.  
 
In 2017 and 2009, New Philharmonic was awarded Professional Orchestra 
of the Year by the Illinois Council of Orchestras.  
 
In his first months at New Philharmonic, Muspratt instituted a Side-by-Side 
program for local high school students. Five years ago, Muspratt initiated a  
popular Solo Competition for Children that results in a child performing at 
every New Philharmonic concert.  In order to involve the community to the 
maximum, Muspratt has created “Just Ask Kirk™” cards for audience 
members’ questions and a “Kirkature™” cartoon to help advocate the 
credo: “Classical music is for everyone.”  
 
Muspratt begins his 25th acclaimed season as Music Director of the 
Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra (NISO). In 2006, with NISO, he  
initiated the South Shore Summer Music Festival.  
 
From 1991 through 1996, Muspratt served as resident conductor to Lorin 
Maazel at the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. Prior to that, he was 
appointed as associate conductor to Joseph Silverstein at the Utah 
Symphony Orchestra (1990-1992). From 1987 through 1990, Muspratt 
served as assistant conductor to Leonard Slatkin at the St. Louis Symphony 
Orchestra as well as music director of the St. Louis Symphony Youth 
Orchestra. He was music director of the Alberta Ballet from 1997 through  
1999. At the New York Philharmonic, Muspratt has served as a cover 
conductor. During the 2018 and 2019 season Muspratt served as a guest 
conductor at the Joffrey Ballet.  
 
In addition to his work in Pittsburgh, Utah and St. Louis, Muspratt has guest 
conducted the orchestras of Los Angeles, Montreal, London, Korean 
Broadcast Symphony, Detroit, Rochester, National Arts Center, Vancouver,  
Knoxville, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, Winnipeg, Calgary, Edmonton, 
Hamilton, Victoria, Thunder Bay, New Orleans, Stamford, Binghamton, 
Lafayette, South Bend, Puchon, Annapolis, Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra 
and Baltimore Chamber Symphony. Summer debuts have included the 
Tanglewood, Chautauqua and Sewanee Music Festivals and the Banff 
Center for Performing Arts.  
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In Europe, Muspratt was assistant conductor in the opera houses of 
Monchengladbach/Krefeld, Germany, from 1985 to 1987. His American 
opera-conducting debut came with the Utah Opera in 1991. He returned 
there to premiere Mascagni’s L‘Amico Fritz. Maestro Muspratt has  
conducted Die Fledermaus for the Calgary Opera, Faust and Merry Widow 
for the Utah Opera, Of Mice and Men and Il Barbiere di Siviglia for the 
Arizona Opera, all to stunning critical acclaim. In addition, he debuted at 
the Ash Lawn-Highland Summer Opera Festival in Virginia. He returned to  
Arizona Opera to conduct their production of Dialogues of the Carmelites,  
to the Utah Opera for their new production of Faust and Amahl and the  
Night Visitors at Opera Illinois.  
 
In 1983 and 1984, Muspratt was invited to be a scholarship student at the 
Chautauqua Institute and in 1986 was selected as a conducting  
fellow at the Aspen Music Festival. A year later, he was invited into the 
Conducting Program at the Tanglewood Festival. In 1988, he was chosen  
to be one of three conducting fellows for the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
Institute at the Hollywood Bowl.  
 
As a teacher, Muspratt has taught at the Conductors’ Institute of the 
University of South Carolina, the Conductors’ Guild National Workshops, 
Association of Canadian Orchestras National Conference in Toronto, the 
Conductors’ Studio at Illinois State University and at Westminster Choir 
College in Princeton. During the summer, he has often taught a graduate 
conducting class at VanderCook College of Music and for the last three 
summers has been teaching at the Northwestern University Summer Opera  
Seminar. In 2019, he taught graduate conducting master classes at Illinois 
State University and judged the concerto competition at Northwestern 
University.  
 
Having always enjoyed working with young people, he has conducted the 
Pennsylvania Regional Orchestra and the Pennsylvania All-State Orchestra 
and most recently the IMEA District 9 orchestra. Muspratt has conducted 
the Boston University Tanglewood Orchestra at the Tanglewood Festival.  
 
Muspratt has been the recipient of numerous awards, among them grants 
from the Canada Council and the Presser Foundation. In 1983 and again in 
1984, he was winner of the Strauss Conducting Prize while a conducting 
student at the Vienna Conservatory. During his tenure in Utah, he received 
the first Utah Up ’n Comers Award ever given to a classical musician. This 
honor was awarded to Muspratt for his work and involvement in the Utah  
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Arts Community. In 1987, he was named winner of the prestigious 
Exxon/Affiliate Artists Award. 
 
He began his studies as a pianist in New York with Harold Zabrack and 
Continued his studies at Temple University with Adele Marcus and  
Alexander Fiorillo. After completing graduate studies, Muspratt was 
accepted into the conducting program at the Konservatorium in Vienna, 
Austria.  
 
Muspratt is a native of Crows Nest Pass, Alberta, Canada. He became an 
American citizen in the summer of 2010. 
 
In 2016, he was honored to become a Paul Harris Fellow, an award named 
for the Rotary International Founder, Paul Harris. In 2025, Muspratt was 
awarded an honorary doctorate from the University of Lethbridge. 
 

Benjamin Nadel is a classically trained conductor, pianist, 
and violinist based in the Chicago area. He is currently 
the Associate Conductor and Orchestra Librarian for New 
Philharmonic and held those same positions at the 
Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra from 2016-2024. 
In addition, he is the Music Director for the Youth 
Symphony of DuPage, and the Orchestra Director for the 
Northwest Indiana Symphony Youth Orchestra and North 

Central College. 
 
From 2011 – 2015 Nadel spent his summers with the Midwest Institute of 
Opera, as the assistant conductor to Maestro Joshua Greene of the 
Metropolitan Opera. While there, he conducted productions of Don 
Giovanni, Così fan tutte, and Carmen in addition to assisting and coaching 
productions of Die Zauberflöte and La Cenerentola. 
 
Nadel began his conducting studies with Dr. Glenn Block at Illinois State 
University while completing his undergraduate degree in Music Education. 
He then went on to receive his MA in Orchestral Conducting at the 
University of Iowa with Dr. William LaRue Jones. He has participated in 
 several summer music festivals, including a program with Cincinnati 
Conservatory as a part of the summer music festival in Spoleto, Italy. 
 
Aside from his work as a professional conductor, Nadel has a strong 
connection and personal interest to music education. He believes that one  
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of the most important aspects of being an artist is to pass along that 
experience and knowledge to the next generation of musicians. To that  
end, Nadel has worked with several high school ensembles in the Chicago 
area, including New Trier, Metea Valley, Glenbard West, Glenbard South, 
and Stevenson High School. His work has included side by side concerts 
with New Philharmonic. He has also led conducting workshops for the Opus 
Chamber Music camp, North Central College, and Illinois State University. 
 
Nadel is a current member of the International Conductor’s Guild (ICG),  
Major Orchestra Librarians Association (MOLA), and the Illinois Council  
of Orchestras (ICO). 
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NEW PHILHARMONIC PERSONNEL 
 

Kirk Muspratt, Music Director and Conductor 
Chair sponsored by the Giragos Family, in memory of Dr. Henry G. Giragos and Jeanette N. 
Giragos and by Bob and Joan Olach 

 
1st Violin 
Kristen Wiersum,  

Concertmaster 
Sue & Dick Lamb Chair 

Debra Ponko 
Joanna Bryk-Roberts 
Pamela Lutter 
Stephane Collopy  
Grace Yang 
Karen Nelson 
Gina Young  
Paula Johannesen 
 
 
2nd Violin  
Mara Gallagher,  

Principal 
Dr. Donald E. Newsom 
& Dr. Mary Ellen 
Newsom Memorial 
Chair 

Chikako Miyata 
William Kronenberg 
Annarita Tanzi 
Rebecca Cambio 
Melissa Streidl 
Denise Connolly 
 
Viola 
Rebecca Miller,  

Principal  
Karen L. Dickelman 
Chair 

Sarah Tompkins 
Emma Strohbusch 
Cordelia Brand 
Jennifer Silk 
Nora Williams 
 
 
 

 
Cello 
Rachel Hsieh,  

Principal 
Sean Neidlinger  
David Bednarek 

John Rutledge & Betty 
Joseph Chairs (above) 

Amali  
Premawardhana 

Richard Yeo 
Charlotte Ullman 
 
Bass 
Michael Meehan,  

Principal 
Margaret McCoy Chair 

Phillip Serna 
John Tuck 
 
Flute  
Carolyn May,  

Principal 
Kathleen Yosko Chair 

Maria Schwartz 
Lisa Targonski 
 
Oboe 
Andrew Lietza,  

Principal 
Sue & Dick Lamb Chair 

Lillia Woolschlager 
Melinda Getz 
 
Clarinet  
Lacy Garbar,  

Principal 
Barbara & Lowell 
Anderson Memorial 
Chair 

 

 
Mary Payne 

Gwen & Chet Henry 
Chair 

Jennifer Petkus 
 
Bassoon 
Dianne Ryan,  

Principal 
Barbara Murphy Chair 

Lynette Pralle 
Nyketa DiCesare 
 
Horn 
Phil Stanley,  

Principal 
Dr. Donald G. Westlake 
Chair 

Anna Mayne 
Mary Jo Neher 
Ingrid Mullane 
 
Trumpet 
Sarah Carrillo,  

Principal 
Margaret McCoy Chair 

Gregory Strauss 
Paul Semanic 
 
Trombone 
Thomas Stark,  

Principal 
Annette & Frank 
Shoemaker Chair 

Hugo Saavedra 
Darren Castellanos 
  
Tuba 
Joshua Wirt 

Kristin & Peter Shulman 
Chair 
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Timpani 
James Bond-Harris 
 
Percussion 
Andrew Cierny  

Jim & Tally Knippen 
Chair 

Collin Boltz 
Jeff Handley  
Kent Barnhart 
Paul Ross 
 

Harp 
Jaina Carpenter  

Larry C. Larson Chair   
 
Keyboard  
Patricia Lee 

Bjarne Ullsvik Chair 
Sara Vanlaningham 
 
Orchestra Manager 
Paula Cebula 
 

Associate 
Conductor,  
   Librarian 
Benjamin Nadel 

Richard & Sheila 
Komarek Chair 

 
Personnel Manager 
Karen Dickelman 
 
Assistant Librarian 
Ryan Michel

 

 
 
 
NORTHWEST INDIANA SYMPHONY CHORUS PERSONNEL 
 

Thomas McNichols, Director 
Patricia Lee, Accompanist 
 

Soprano  
Joy Brown 
Emily Callahan 
Bobbi-Lynn Caparella 
Shirley Comer 
Rhonda Crouch 
Brianna Dittmer 
Morgan Folgers 
Diane Glittenberg 
Mary Henrich 
Bethany Kitchen 
Donna Krumm 
Jin Lu 
Cindy McCraw 
Marybelle  

Mittenthal Santos 
Natalie Nogalo 
Stephanie  

O’Mahoney 
Justine Olson 
Linda Pancheri 
Margaret Reister 
Chelsea Sagissor 
Emilie Stanley 

Nicole Varela- 
Zatorski 

Pamela Wendell 
Jaimee Young 
 

Alto 
Christine Amore 
El Bessette 
Beth Best 
Elaine Bielefeld 
Mary Fox 
Roberta Gadomski 
Suzanne Galanis 
Jeanette Jancosek 
Jan Kopischke 
Patrice Martin 
Kate McMahon 
Elizabeth Moreno 
Michele Parsley 
Geraldine Rainey 
Joan Sporny 
Nancy Scaggs 
Mary Ellen Staggs 
Meredith Voller 

Kathy Wahlman 
Jane Walker 
Beth Zagrocki 
 
Tenor 
Jonathan Armstrong 
Jack Chavez 
Dirk Hoffman 
Thomas McNichols 
William Ortega 
Michael Spurlock 
Deneiro Velez 
 
 

Bass  
Thomas Baker 
Bill Bebout 
Matthew Byerly 
Scott Enloe 
Bruce Foster 
Clement Lessner 
Kirk McQuiston 
Jonah Null 
Edward Palmisano 
Kris Sorenson



26 
 

 

 
 



27 
 

 



28 
 

FRIENDS OF THE MAC 
 

McAninch Arts Center acknowledges and gives grateful thanks to those donors who have 
contributed in support of the MAC mission and vision. This list of donors reflects contributions 
made from January 1, 2024 – August 7, 2025. While we carefully prepared this list, we 
recognize that errors may have occurred. Please accept our apology if you are not properly 
represented on this list and contact the College of DuPage Foundation at (630) 942-3088 so 
we may correct our records. 
 

Leadership Circle 
($5,000 and up) 
Anonymous (6) 
Anna Ball 
G. Carl Ball Family 

Foundation 
Brookdale Glen Ellyn Senior 

Living Community 
Capstone Financial Advisors 
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Dahle 
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Doris  
DuPage Foundation 
Enertherm Corporation/Russ 

& Judy Flores 
David John Frank 
Debbie Fulks  
James and Nancy 

Gianfrancisco 
Japanese Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry of 
Chicago (JCCC) 

JCS Arts Health and 
Education Fund of 
DuPage Foundation 

Koch Companies Community 
Fund 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Komarek 

Mr. Larry C. Larson 
Ms. Diana L. Martinez 
David and Carolyn May 
Dr. and Mrs. Harold D. 

McAninch 
Margaret and Michael McCoy 
Lynne C. Shigley and Frank 

B. Modruson 
Molex, Inc. 
Jane E. Moore 
Joan Morrissey and the 

Morrissey Family Fund of 
the DuPage Foundation 

Marcie & Mark Peterson 
Ms. Meri L. Phillips 
Barb and Kell Reimann 
Mr. Paul Rom 
John Rutledge and Betty 

Joseph 
Charles Schlau 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Shebik 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank 

Shoemaker 
Terrence J. Taylor and 

Maureen Sullivan Taylor 

James and Patricia Vary 
Dr. Donald G. Westlake 
Leslie A. and Mary E. Wiberg 

Fund of DuPage 
Foundation 

Wight & Company 
Ms. Kathleen Yosko 
 
Encore Circle 
($2,500–$4,999) 
Anonymous (2) 
Aronberg Goldgehn 
Dr. and Mrs. Christopher B. 

Burke 
Christopher B. Burke 

Engineering 
Mrs. Clark G. Carpenter  
Dr. and Ms. Mark A. Curtis-

Chavez 
Mr. Ryan M. Ellison 
Drs. Christine and Thomas 

Hammond 
Gwen and Chet Henry 
Mr. and Mrs. James H. 

Knippen, II 
Karen and Gene Kuhn 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Lamb 

and the Susan and 
Richard Lamb Charitable 
Fund of The DuPage 
Foundation 

James Lenihan and Paula 
Chuchro 

Katherine and Gary Lietz 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 

Lombardi 
Norma and Robert Lyon 
Tipton and Marilyn McCawley 
Kirk Muspratt, in memory of 

Henry G. and Jeanette N. 
Giragos  

Gary and Mary Rash 
The Rev. Dr. Curtis and 

Leanne Rolfe 
Ms. Theresa M. Sak 
Kristin and Peter Shulman 
Geraldine Smrcina 
Barry and Linda Tusin 
Mr. and Mrs. Garry Vaccaro 
Vistex, Inc 
West Suburban Art Society 
Hon. Bonnie M. Wheaton 
 

Director’s Circle 
($1,000–$2,499) 
Anonymous (3) 
Tony Achilles 
Alexis Alm 
Lowell and Barbara Anderson 
Robert and Lynne Anderson 

and the Robert and Lynne 
Anderson Charitable Fund 
of US Charitable Gift Trust 

Joseph and Betsy Ballek 
Bank of America Charitable 

Gift Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Bente 
Prof. and Mrs. Charles E. 

Boone 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Boward 
Mary Bray 
Ronald and Hope Bucher 
Capt. Bernardo lorgulescu 

USMC Memorial Fund 
DuPage Foundation 

Community Foundation of 
Will County 

John and Pamela Dalby 
Janet Derber 
Driskill Foundation 
Ebert Fine Art Portrait Studio 
Ms. Paula A. Ebert 
Bonnie Egan 
Rosemary Ellis 
Dwight and Christy Evans 
Mr. Anthony Fitzpatrick 
Dr. and Mrs. Henry G. 

Giragos and Family 
Ann Graham 
Mrs. and Mr. Charlene M. 

Gunnerson 
Emily S. Herndon 
Capt. Bernardo Iorgulescu 

Memorial Fund of DuPage 
Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. 
Johnson 

Ms. Kathleen L. Knowlton 
Charlene Kornoski-Du Vall 
Ida Lee 
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Lerdal 
Mr. John Y. Lo 
Mrs. Maureen McKee 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael  

Michalczyk 
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Ms. Laura Micheli and Mr. 

Gavin Daly 
David and Donna Millhouse 
Bill and Nancy Moore 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

Morrissey 
Ms. Barbara Murphy 
Drs. Donald E. and Mary 

Ellen Newsom 
Joan and Bob Olach 
Jane Oldfield 
Karen Webb Owen 
Helen Pachay 
Madeleine Pachay 
Ms. Virginia Paddock 
The Peninsula Chicago 
Lori Peterson 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Philpott 
Linda Picchiottino and Walter 

Habrylewicz 
PRP Wine International, Inc. 
Paul and Robin Pyrcik 
Lubaina and Zain Raj 
Ginny and Don Raths 
Patricia Read 
Judy Ronaldson 
Rotary Club of Wheaton A.M. 
salesforce.com Inc 
Ms. Lisa Sallwasser and Mr. 

Geoffrey Bevington 
Lisa Savegnago and Randy 

Johnson 
Mr. Paul Seidlitz 
Mr. and Mrs. John Smith 
Mr. Vincent Sparrow 
Mr. Carl A. Strang 
USG Foundation 
Diane and Michael Webb 
Phyllis Young and Mark 

Ferguson 
 
Ambassador Circle  
($500–$999) 
Anonymous (2) 
Anonymous Design, Inc. 
Jennifer Anderson 
Ms. Florence Appel 
Mr. Rick Arnold 
Col. and Mrs. Renato P. 

Bacci, Jr. 
Jack and Mary Ellen Barry 
Gayle Bartell 
Mrs. Eunice Becker 
Mr. Ralph Bertolacini 
Bolingbrook Golf Club 
Mrs. Deborah F. Borge 
George Bruce 
Cecilia and William Bulger 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Burket 
Connie Canaday Howard and 

Rex Howard 
Cantigny Golf Club 
Dr. and Mrs. Brian W. Caputo 
Mr. Robert B. Chasteen 
City of Aurora 
Howard Courtney 
Ms. Catherine Delagrange 
Dempsey-Musker 
James and Marie Drasal And 

the Drasal Family Fund of 
Fidelity Charitable Gift 
Fund 

Daniel Edelman and Fran 
Kravitz 

Carol and David Eisinger 
William Epcke 
Sue Evans 
Expedia 
Gretchen Fleming 
David and Janet Fox 
Ruta Freimanis 
Mr. Christopher Fry 
Mr. and Mrs. Lionel Go 
Ginni and Chris 
Ida Elizabeth Hagman 
Catherine and Art Hall 
Brian and Lynne Hamm 
Diana and Gary Harper 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. 

Hartman 
Mr. Kevin Havens 
Lance Herning and Nancy 

Redmond 
Hill Street Trust Co. 
Peter Honigmann 
Mr. Glenn Hopkins 
Ms. Angela Iaria 
Japanese Culture Center 
Gregory and Kristine Larsen 
Mr. Richard Lauterbach 
Gilbert Lehman 
Ms. Nancy Lehrer 
Linda D. Lieder 
Rich Lo 
Mr. Lawrence Locascio 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward 

Makauskas 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Marti 
Ms. Marion S. Martin 
Bill and Peg Matte 
John and Lynette McCortney 
Mr. and Mrs. Marc McKay 
Ms. Jill McWilliams 
Dr. John Messitt 
Moon Family Donor Advised 

Fund 
Dr. Jim Murray 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Owen 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Owens 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark 

Pfefferman 
Rohan and Merlyn Phillips 
Dr. and Mrs. Craig Pieters 
Will Pruyn 
Ms. Rene' M. Richards 
Ryan Miller Art 
Rebecca Saltiel 
Mr. John Schofield 
Gerry Sczygiel 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Sewick, 

LCPC 
Mike Sitrick 
Stones Jewelry 
Sutton Studios 
Kathryn Voland-Mann and 

Bob Mann 
Ms. Patricia Vopenka 
Gautam Wadhwa 
Judith Wagner 
Megan Webster 
Ms. Kathy Wessel 
Western Springs Music Club 
Wheaton Sport Center 
 
Performer ($250-$499) 
Anonymous (11) 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. 

Adamec 
Anonymous Design 
Arrowhead Golf Club 
Biff Behr and Lynne Richman 
Daniels Family 
Milt and Heide Bentley 
Mr. and Ms. Mark Berlin 
Susan Brassfield 
Broadway in Chicago 
Karen Bryar 
Ed and Kay Burton 
C.B. Conlin Landscapes, Inc 
Cabernet & Company 
Ms. Joan Chihan 
Ms. Diana Christopher 
Cottage Hill Diamonds 
Sharon D'Alessandro 
Jack and Patricia Dickman 
Ms. Alice Douglas 
Alan and Carolyn Drake 
Drury Lane Theatre 
Robert Dulski 
Jenny Dunbar 
DuPage Dodge Chrysler 

Jeep Ram 
Tom and Laurie Egan 
EK_Floral 
Marcela Fanning 
Ms. Anne Farnum 
Mike and Ellen Farrow 
Christine and Craig Fenne 
Ms. Jean M. Giedraitis 
Mr. Craig D. Goldwyn 
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Ms. Nicole E. Gombotz 
Catherine A. Griffin 
Kim Hahn 
Colleen Hanna 
Cindy Harmon 
Judy A. Hoskins 
Stephanie Iglehart 
Robert Jelinski 
Don and Mary Ann Jirak 
Ms. Lee Ann Jones 
Kim Joslin Hahn 
Cory and Deb Kammer 
Karl and Lee Ann Karnatz 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 

Kaspar 
Mr. Lawrence Kaspari 
Nancy Kawasaki 
Tom and Kay Kelly 
Dr. Evdoxia Kyritsis 
Dr. Nicole LaCognata 
Le Meridien Chicago Oak 

Brook 
Ginny Lennon 
Lettuce Entertain You 
Ms. Alisia Lewis 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lipkin 
Ms. Alixe Lischett 
Linda Martin 
Ellen and Daniel McGowan 
Mrs. Melissa  Meyer 
Mr. Bernard J. Meyers 
Ms. Andreanna Moravec 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 

Morrissey 
John Mulherin  
Music for Meghan 
Mrs. Audrey Nadel 
Mr. Jonathan Nadel 
Keegan Newkirk 
Kurt and Marla Parent 
PGA Tour Superstore 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Piper 
Sarah L. Poeppel 
Ms. Lynda Pratscher 
Roger and Vivian Pscherer 
Kelly and Roland Raffel 
Ms. Viviana Ramirez 
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Riley 
Mr. Kenneth Robin 
Ms. Jennifer Robinson 
Marlene and Bob Rosecrans 
Douglas and  Barbara 

Rundell 
Nancy Sabatini 
Mr. Sean Sampey 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom K. 

Samuelson 
Ms. Robin N. Schmidt 
Music for Meghan 
The Second City 

Geoffrey St John 
John Stechman 
Mrs. Marilyn A. Steenwyk 
Laura Stewart 
Suzan and Glenn Stith 
Cherry Stoddard 
Elizabeth Stoffel 
Studebaker Theater 
Su Ki's Salon 
Katherine Swihart 
Anthony and Mona Taylor 
Mr. and Mrs. James M. 

Terdina 
Paul Thompson 
Virginia and Jerry Thompson 
TransUnion LLC 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Tyriver 
Ulta Beauty 
Mrs. Betty Veihman 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. 

Wdowiarz 
Patricia and Richard Weichle 
Whiskey Acres 
Ruth White 
Rich and Kathy Wilders 
N. Winter 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wulffen 
Robert and Cynthia 

Wunderlich 
Jo Anne Zipperer 
 
Friend ($50–$249) 
Anonymous (23) 
302 Wheaton 
A Toda Madre 
Sue Adams 
Adelle's Modern Kitchen & 

Bar 
Mr. Timothy W. Albert 
Peggy Aldworth 
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Allitto 
Natalie Anderson-Patch 
Michael Anselmo 
Mrs. Lynnette Arendt 
Mrs. Carla Aufdengarten 
Ms. Susannah Ball 
Sonny B. Banick 
Cynthia Baranowski 
Janella Barbrow 
Ms. Darlene G. Barger 
Natasha Barnett 
Mr. Thomas Barnett 
Mr. Alvin Barnickel 
Amelia Barrett 
Betty and Bob Becker 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald N. Ben 
Mr. Michael Benda 
Mr. Edwin Berndt 
Mr. Gregory Bewick 
Mr. George Bigenwald 

Mr. Sebastian Blanno 
Blue Sushi Sake Grill 
Ms. Sandra Bodie 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald 

Bogdanski 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy R. 

Botts 
Bourbon Belly Hospitality 
Mr. Franklin E. Bowes 
Mr. John D. Boylan, Jr. 
Ms. Melanie P. Brown 
Ms. Margaret Bucholz 
Ms. Claire Buckley 
Mr. Todd Buckton 
Dr. John and Mrs. Suzanne 

Buntrock 
Caliendo's 
Ms. Virginia Cantu 
Dennis Carroll 
Mr. Joseph Cassidy 
Margaret and Robert Charles 
Cheveux Salon & Day Spa 
Chicago Architecture Center 
Chicago Cubs 
Chicago Food Tours 
Gayatri Choudhary 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry 

Christensen 
Mr. Michael Church 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Cittadino 
Denise Connolly 
Cooper's Hawk Winery & 

Restaurants 
Marty and Mary Cosgrove 
Cosley Zoo 
Phil Culcasi 
Lee Dabkey 
Ms. Katherine Damitz 
Roman Dec 
Morgan Delagrange 
George W. and Ann Dervis 
Joy and Ron Detmer 
Marilyn and Gene Dicola 
Barbara DiGuido 
Ditka's Restaurant Group 
DuPage Art League 
DuPage Children's Museum 
Eaglewood Resort & Spa 
Entree Kitchen 
Escapology 
Miles Evans 
William and Sally Newton 

Fairbank 
Karen Ferraro 
The Field Museum 
Fitskin Brow Bar 
Fleming's Prime Steakhouse 

& Wine Bar 
Mrs. Joan Flynn 
Mrs. Valerie Follmann 
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Eric and Marilyn Fors 
Jean Fortini 
Four Seasons Hotel Chicago 
Mrs. Carol L. Fox Girovich 

and Mr. Howard Girovich 
Ms. Suzanne Fox 
Chris Frost 
Fulton Street Collective 
Ms. Janet R. Gahala 
Mary Jane Garrett 
GIA MIA 
Robert and Carrie Gibson 
Fran Gilles 
Robin Gintert 
Glen Prairie 
Goodman Theatre 
Mr. Lawrence Gorey 
Jeri Gosselin 
Green Branch Florist 
Ms. Catherine Grotelueschen 
Ms. Wanda Gustas 
Rebekah and Rodney Harris 
Brad and Vicky Hauserman 
Linda Helf 
Mr. and Mrs. James Helt 
Mr. Geoffrey Henry 
Sue Hervey 
Barbara Hile 
Richard and Shirley Holt 
Representative Terra Costa 

Howard and Nick Howard 
Ms. Megan Hower 
Ms. Megan Howse 
Patricia Hrbek 
Stephen and Michelle Hujar 
Ms. Vera Humphrey 
Judy Iantosca 
Ivy 
Kathleen Jaycox 
JAYNE Boutique 
Jeans + A Cute Top Shop 
Edward and Susan Jeszka 
Donald Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jonah 
JP Morgan Chase 
Dee Kaempen 
Kane County Cougars 
Ms. Barbara Kaurin 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Keiser 
Christine Kickels 
Ms. Debbi A. Kolek 
William J. Koran 
John P. and Catherine M. 

Kos 
Judy Kovarik 
Koze Wine Bar 
Ms. Christina K. Kozich 
Mary Krska 
Ms. Barbara Kwiatkowsky 
Mr. John L. Ladle, Jr. 

Margaret Lansky 
Ms. Allison K. Lanthrum 
Mr. Andrew Larsen 
Ms. Leigh Anne Larsen 
Ms. Cynthia J. Laughlin 
Mr. Tommy Lenahan 
Barbara Limburg Mancini 
Linea Hair Salon & Day Spa 
Local Glass Studio 
Dr. Kiantra Loza 
Ms. Phyllis Ludwig 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Lundberg 
Lu's Fine Asian Cuisine LLC 
Lynfred Winery 
Ms. Elizabeth Mabilangan 
Mr. and Mrs. Derryk A. 

Madsen 
Madeleine Marbach 
Ms. Sharon M. Marcisz 
Marinella's Ristorante Italiano 
Katherine Markham 
Janet Marks 
Dechantal Markus 
Marriott Theatre 
John Mategrano 
Ms. Diane M. Maurer 
Mr. and Mrs. Karl J. Maurer 
Ms. Denise McAleer 
Amanda McCarthy 
Ms. Kathleen McCullough 
Caroline McGowan 
Marty and Marian McGowan 
Kari McKinley 
Michael Meehan 
Mr. Todd Meggos 
Alice Melady 
Patricia Mellinger 
Jackie Micek 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Miller 
Gail Minkus and Daniel 

Minkus 
Mion Artisan Soap 
Miroballi Shoes 
Michael Monteith 
Janis Mooney 
Hugo Moran 
Ms. Pamela A. Morong 
Ms. Kimberly G. Morris 
The Morton Arboretum 
Mr. and Mrs. David W. 

Morton 
Bud and Pat Motz 
Cathy Mousseau 
Mrs. Sally Mullan 
Ms. Dawn S. Mulrow 
Jane Munsie 
Barbara and Ted Nagengast 
Mr. Stanley Nardoni 
Ms. Erika Nelander 
Michael and Judith Nigro 

Brian and Jessica Niksa 
Mark R. Oliphant 
Olive 'N Vinnie's Oil and 

Balsamic Bar 
Ms. Judith W. Olson 
Karen Omeara 
Alice E. Packard 
Mr. Andrew Palomo 
Mr. Levi Palomo 
Paramount Theatre 
Pet Smart 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick 

Peterson 
Mr. Michael Petrushka 
Ms. Sharon Pfister 
Phil Stefani Signature 

Restaurants 
Alicia and Marshall Pufundt 
Tom and Karen Pulver 
John and Mandy  Rakow 
Ms. Diane G. Rath 
Ms. Tracey J. Reid 
Reserve 22 Restaurant at 

Village Links 
Ms. Sarah Richardson 
Timothy Ricordati 
Marilynn and Neil Ringquist 
River Bend Golf Club 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 

Robbins 
Ms. Yolanda E. Rocio 
Nancy L. Ruby 
Tina Rudins 
Shari Ryan 
Sandra Sansone Brennan 
Janey Sarther 
Patrick Scheid 
Mr. Dennis Shanks 
Ms. Sherie Shapiro 
Ms. Joanne Sikorski 
Ms. Lisa Sikorski 
Ms. Lisa Simonson 
Walt and Sandy Slazyk 
Barbara Smilanic 
Barbara Smith 
Mallory Spann 
Sue Stealey 
Mr. and Mrs. D. G. 

Stephenson, Jr. 
Ms. Hanna Stevens 
Gerald Stewart 
Robert and Sandra Strutzel 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Studnick 
Suzette's Creperie 
Grace and Len Swanson 
The Cottage 
The Graceful Ordinary 
TIAA 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Tice 
Ms. Mary Tortorello 
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FRIENDS OF THE MAC 
 
Ms. Sonia Trevino 
Colleen and Paul Trinko 
Two Bostons 
Helen Vick 
Village Links of Glen Ellyn 
Viride Wellness Spa 
Susan and Robert Vogt 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Volk 
Ms. Martha Wadsworth 
Penelope Wainwright 
Walden Floral Design Co., 

Inc. 
Mr. Vince Walsh-Rock 
Larry Ward 
Watercolor My House 
Dr. Sonia Watson 
Eleanor and Roland Webb 
James Weinberger 
Mr. Brian Weisberg 
Anne and Jim Wengerd 
Fonz Weninger 
Wheaton Drama 
Wheaton Meat Co 
Wheaton Park District 
Robert and Jeanne Whisler 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. 

Williams 

Lee Williams 
Roger Williams 
Ms. Wendi Wilson 
Diane Meiborg and Roger 

Zacek 
Zanies Comedy Nite Club 
 
Corporate and Community 
Partners 
Adelle’s Modern Kitchen + 

Bar 
Altiro Latin Fusion 
Anonymous Design, Inc. 
Aronberg Golghen 
Arrowhead Golf Club 
Ball Horticultural Company 
Brookdale Senior Living, 

Glen Ellyn 
Capstone Financial Advisors 
Christopher B. Burke 

Engineering 
College of DuPage 

Foundation 
DoubleTree by Hilton, Lisle 

Naperville 
DuPage Convention and 

Visitors Bureau, Discover 

DuPage  
DuPage County Board 
DuPage Foundation & Arts 

DuPage 
Enjoy Illinois/Department of 

Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity 

G. Carl Ball Family 
Foundation 

Illinois Arts Council Agency 
Ivy Restaurant 
Japanese Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry of 
Chicago 

JCS Arts, Health and 
Education Fund of 
DuPage Foundation 

Leslie A. and Mary E. Wiberg 
Fund of DuPage 
Foundation and Arts 
DuPage 

Molex 
Reserve 22 at Village Links 
Vistex Corporation 
West Suburban Art Society 
Wight & Company 
90.9FM WDCB
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HOUSE NOTES 
 

• Cameras and recording devices are not allowed in 
the theater and are prohibited by our contracts with 
the artists. 
• Smoking is not permitted in the theater or on campus. 
• For your comfort and security, all backpacks and 
large bags must be checked. 
• Please turn off all cell phones and any other alarms 
while in the theater. 
• Emergency phone number at COD Police Department 
for after-hour calls is (630) 942-2000. 
• Latecomers seated at discretion of the House 
Manager. 
• Groups of 10 or more may contact (630) 942-3026 or 
grouptix@cod.edu to arrange for group discounts. 
• If you notice a spill in the theater, please notify an usher. 

• McAninch Arts Center volunteers are people 
who assist the house staff in areas of ticket taking, 
ushering and general management during 
performances. To get involved, call (630) 942-3705. 
• For Americans With Disabilities Act 
accommodations, call (630) 942-2141 (voice) 
or (630) 858-9692 (TDD). 
• Infrared Assistive Listening Devices: For audience 
members who desire audio amplification of 
performances, headsets with individual volume 
controls are now available. You may check out the 
headsets at the Box Office with a driver’s license. 
Underwritten by a generous gift from The Knowles 
Foundation. 

 

MAC STAFF LISTING 
 

MAC Administrative Staff 
Director of the McAninch Arts Center ........................................................................... Diana Martinez 
Business Manager .......................................................................................................... Molly Junokas 
Assistant Business Manager ........................................................................................Linda Sharbaugh 
Curator, Cleve Carney Museum of Art ............................................................................... Justin Witte 
Assistant Curator................................................................................................................ Julia Walker 
Gallery Assistant .................................................................................................... Madelene Przybysz 
Marketing and Patrons Services Coordinator ................................................................. Janey Sarther 
Graphic Designer ........................................................................................................... Wendy Melgar 
Director of Development for Cultural Arts ............................................................................ Jon Nadel 
Education and Community Engagement Coordinator .................................................... Mandy Rakow 
Project Manager ............................................................................................................. Kari Schoettle  
Office Manager/Events Coordinator ...................................................................... Morgan Bainbridge 
Student Clerical Assistant .................................................................................................... Kate Cadag 
 

MAC Box Office and Front of House Staff 
Box Office Manager .............................................................................................................. Julie Elges 
Assistant Box Office Supervisors ................................................................... Daniel Arzola, Elise Wash 
Box Office Assistants ................................................................................. Patrick Garon, Joanne Hunt 
Patron Services Manager .................................................................................................. Tom Murray 
House Manager/Volunteer Coordinator ............................................................................ Rob Nardini 
 

MAC Resident Professional Ensembles 
Buffalo Theatre Ensemble, Managing Artistic Director ...................................................... Gus Menary 
Buffalo Theatre Ensemble, Associate Artistic Director ............................................... Daniel Millhouse 
Buffalo Theatre Ensemble, Business Manager ................................................................... Bryan Burke 
New Philharmonic, Music Director and Conductor ......................................................... Kirk Muspratt 
New Philharmonic, Associate Conductor and Librarian ............................................... Benjamin Nadel 
New Philharmonic General Manager ............................................................................... Paula Cebula 
New Philharmonic Personnel Manager ...................................................................... Karen Dickelman 
New Philharmonic Assistant Librarian............................................................................... Ryan Michel 
 

MAC Design and Technical Staff 
Technical Production/Lighting/Sound Coordinator .................................................. Richard Arnold, Jr. 
Technical Theater Supervisor ........................................................................................ Sabrina Zeidler 
Costume and Make-up Design Coordinator ............................................................ Kimberly G. Morris 
Assistant Costume Coordinator and Stitcher .......................................................... Gretchen Woodley 
Production Manager ........................................................................................................... Joe Hopper 
Sound and Lighting Specialist ............................................................................................ Ben Johnson 
Lighting Production Specialist .......................................................................................... Elias Morales 
Audio Production Specialist ........................................................................................... Fisher Parsons 
Events Production Specialist/Tech. Director – BTE ........................................................ Caitlyn Woods 
Stage Hands .................................................................................................... Bobby Bryan, Zak Zubka 
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